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Course Description: Social Studies 3 
 

Module Lesson Title Objectives 
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Basic 
Economics 

Wants vs. Needs 
• Differentiate between wants and needs, and explain how they result in the 

production and acquisition of resources. 

Supply and 
Demand 

• Explain how supply and demand affect the price of a good or service. 

Scarcity • Define and use examples of scarcity as an economic principle. 

Cost vs. Benefit • Determine the relationship between cost and benefit. 

The Impact of 
Economic 
Principles 

• Synthesize information about multiple economic principles. 
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Economic 
Systems 

Bartering and 
Trading 

• Explain the bartering and trading system. 

Money 
• Explain why money has mostly replaced bartering,and identify the types of currency 

used in the United States, Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean. 

Industry Drives 
the Economy 

• Describe how the development of new technology has impacted the economy. 

Cost of 
Production and 

Price 
• Draw conclusions about how changes in production cost affect price. 
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Consumers and 
Producers 

• Identify the relationships between consumers and producers. 
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Earning, 
Spending, 
and Saving 

Money 

Earning Money • Identify the reasons that people work. 

Personal Human 
Capital 

• Explain what "personal human capital" is and how their work as students is their 
current job. 

Banks • Define the role that banks play in the economy. 

Budgeting • Determine how to create a budget and why it is important. 

The Influence of 
Advertising 

• Identify the impact of advertising. 
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Local 
Economy 

Competition in 
the Local 
Economy 

• Identify the competing sellers in the local market. 

The Impact of 
Local Business 

• Describe the cause and effect of having local businesses. 

Local Industry 
• Connect the physical and human characteristics of a region with the major 

industries. 
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Specialization 
and Division of 

Labor 
• Identify how specialization and division of labor can help a business. 

Nonprofits and 
Charities 

• Identify the many reasons people donate money that they have earned.  
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Business 
Practices 

Import • Identify how and why some goods are imported. 

Export • Identify how and why some goods are exported. 

Government in 
Business 

• Identify the laws that control business. 

Entrepreneurship • Define the principles of entrepreneurship. 

American 
Entrepreneurs 

• Identify individuals who have exemplified the principles of entrepreneurship. 
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Heroes in 
Our 

Communities 

Heroes • Identify how others define the word "hero". 

Personal Heroes • Develop a personal definition of hero. 
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Heroes at Work • Determine career options that are heroic. 

Military Heroes • Identify and describe heroic deeds of military heroes. 

Contemporary 
Heroes 

• Identify and describe the deeds of contemporary heroes (Todd Beamer, Chesley 
Sullenberger, etc.) 
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Heroes of the 
Revolution 

Pierre Charles 
L'Enfant 

• Infer the impact that L'Enfant had on cities throughout the east coast of the United 
States.  

Benjamin 
Banneker 

• Identify how Benjamin Banneker helped contribute to the design of Washington, 
D.C. 

Daniel Boone • Describe how Daniel Boone helped to expand the community of Boonesborough. 

George 
Washington  

• Identify the political contributions made by George Washington. 

Thomas 
Jefferson 

• Identify the risks that Thomas Jefferson took to secure freedoms for the American 
people. 
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S.T.E.M. 
Heroes Louis Pasteur • Identify how Louis Pasteur contributed to modern medical practices. 

Jonas Salk • Determine how the work of Jonas Salk saved lives. 

Cyrus 
McCormick 

• Explain how McCormick's inventions changed agriculture. 

Ada Lovelace • Identify Lovelace's contributions to the world of computers. 
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Contribution 
to Literature 

and Art 

Kadir Nelson 
• Identify how the work of Kadir Nelson contributes to the culture heritage of his 

community. 

Tomie dePaola 
• Identify how the work of Tomie dePaola contributed to the cultural heritage of his 

community. 

Carmen Lomas 
Garza 

• Identify how the work of Carmen Lomas Garza contributed to the cultural heritage of 
her community. 

Laura Ingalls 
Wilder 

• Identify how the work of Laura Ingalls Wilder contributed to the cultural heritage of 
her community. 

Jacqueline 
Woodson 

• Identify how the work of Jacqueline Woodson contributes to the cultural heritage of 
her community. 
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Timelines 

The Purpose of a 
Timeline 

• Identify the purpose of a timeline. 

Types of 
Timelines 

• Distinguish between types of timelines. 

How to Read a 
Timeline 

• Interpret a timeline to find information. 

How to Create a 
Timeline 

• Create a timeline to show events in time. 

Timeline of My 
Life 

• Create a timeline that shows events in your own life. 
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America’s 
Beginnings 

Thanksgiving 
Past and Present 

• Identify the factors of conflict and cooperation around the Thanksgiving holiday and 
how the celebration has developed in America. 

Becoming a 
Country 

• Determine how ideas about freedom changed America during colonial times.  

Benjamin 
Franklin 

• Identify the impact that Benjamin Franklin had on the development of the United 
States. 

Abigail Adams 
• Identify the impact that Abigail Adams had on the foundational beliefs of the United 

States. 



   

 

    Syllabus 
 

Module Lesson Title Objectives 

Writers of the 
Constitution 

• Identify the political contributions of the writers of the constitution. 
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Westward 
Migration 

Transportation 
• Compare and contrast different modes of transportation used during Westward 

migration in the 1800s. 

Human-
Environment 

Interaction (HEI) 
• Categorize ways that pioneers adapted to or modified their environment. 

Communication 
• Describe how developments in technology impacted the lives of American pioneers 

in the 1800s. 

Government 
Incentives 

• Explain how the United States government encouraged westward migration. 

California Gold 
Rush 

• Describe the lifestyle (including the established economies) of the people who went 
to California during the Gold Rush. 
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Changing 
Communities 

Why Cities Grow • Identify the factors that cause cities to grow. 

Urban Life • Identify the factors that would lead someone to live in an urban area. 

Suburban and 
Rural Life 

• Identify the factors that would lead someone to live in a suburban or rural area. 
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Transportation 
Then and Now 

• Compare and contrast modes of transportation across time, and how they have 
affected American communities. 

New Technology • Identify the role that new technology plays in changing communities. 
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Coming to 
America 

Immigration • Define immigration. 

Motivations for 
Immigration 

• Connect how conflicts around the world can be a motivating factor for immigration, 
but that other factors also motivate immigration. 

Waves of 
Immigration 

• Identify major waves of immigration to both the East and West coasts of the United 
States. 

Benefits of 
Immigration 

• Identify the contributions made by various ethnic groups in the United States. 

Becoming a 
Citizen 

• Describe the process of becoming a naturalized American citizen. 
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What is 
Culture? 

Culture is 
Language 

• Compare and contrast languages. 

Culture is 
Clothing 

• Compare and contrast traditional clothing styles. 
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Culture is Food • Compare and contrast traditional foods from around the world. 

Culture is 
Traditions 

• Compare and contrast traditions from around the world. 

Culture Comes 
from History 

• Identify the historical origins of some cultural traditions. 
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Cultural 
Celebrations 

in Our 
Community 

Religious 
Celebrations 

• Describe the beliefs and traditions of religious celebrations in your community. 

Historical 
Celebrations 

• Determine the causes of historical celebrations in your community. 

Seasonal 
Celebrations 

• Identify the way seasons are celebrated in your community. 

Patriotic 
Celebrations 

• Explain the significance of various patriotic celebrations in your community. 

Local 
Celebrations 

• Identify celebrations that are unique to your local community. 

 
35 Statue of Liberty 

• Describe the history and significance of the Statue of Liberty, and identify its location 
on a map. 
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Landmarks 
of Our 

Country 
U.S. Capitol 

• Describe the history and significance of the U.S. Capitol, and identify its location on 
a map. 

White House 
• Describe the history and significance of the White House, and identify its location on 

a map. 

Mount Rushmore 
• Describe the history and significance of Mount Rushmore, and identify its location on 

a map. 

Culture Comes 
from History 

• Describe the history and significance of The Alamo, and identify its location on a 
map. 
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Songs about 
America 

The Pledge of 
Allegiance 

• Identify the meaning and significance of "The Pledge of Allegiance". 

“The Star-
Spangled 
Banner” 

• Identify the meaning and significance of "The Star-Spangled Banner". 

America the 
Beautiful 

• Identify the meaning and significance of "America, the Beautiful". 

This Land is 
Your Land 

• Identify the meaning and significance of "This Land is Your Land". 
•  

“My Country, ‘Tis 
of Thee” 

• Identify the meaning and significance of "My Country ‘Tis of Thee". 

 
 


