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Physicians, Pharmacists, Dentists, 
Veterinarians, and Other Doctors 
Course Overview and Syllabus 
Grade level: 9–12    

Prerequisite Courses: None      Credits: 0.5 

Course Description 

Physicians, Pharmacists, Dentists, Veterinarians, and Other Doctors focuses on preparation for 
physician-level careers, including dental, veterinary and pharmaceutical, along with a look into the 
physician assistant and alternative medicine systems. This semester-long course also introduces 
the topics of diversity and the move toward social and cultural skills in medicine, in addition to 
academic ability. This course focuses on the preparation for entry to practice, along with navigating 
the field once you are in it (working as part of a team, dealing with patients, etc.). Students choose 
their career path by studying different roles, responsibilities, settings, education needs, and amounts 
of patient contact. Degree and training requirements, working environment, salaries, and the day in 
the life of that career is also covered in this course. Students explore important aspects that are 
applicable to the entire health field, such as behaving ethically, keeping patients safe and free from 
infections and germs, and following laws and policies. 

Course Objectives 

Throughout the course, you will meet the following goals: 

• Learn what is required for entering different careers in the health sciences 
• Investigate different types of medical degrees and practices 
• Explore the careers of dentistry and pharmacy 
• Learn about the professions of optometry and veterinarian medicine and its related fields 
• Examine the role of alternative medicine in the health field  
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Student Expectations 

This course requires the same level of commitment from you as a traditional classroom course. 
Throughout the course, you are expected to spend approximately 5–7 hours per week online on:  

• Interactive lessons that include a mixture of videos, readings, and tasks 
• Assignments in which you apply and extend learning in each lesson 
• Assessments, including quizzes, tests, and cumulative exams 

Communication 

Your teacher will communicate with you regularly through discussions, email, chat, and system 
announcements. You will also communicate with classmates, either via online tools or face to face, 
as you collaborate on projects, ask and answer questions in your peer group, and develop your 
speaking and listening skills. 

Grading Policy 

You will be graded on the work you do online and the work you submit electronically to your teacher. 
The weighting for each category of graded activity is listed below.  

Grading Category Weight 

Lesson Quizzes 20% 

Unit Tests 20% 

Cumulative Exams 20% 

Assignments 10% 

Projects 30% 

Additional   0% 

Scope and Sequence 

When you log into Edgenuity, you can view the entire course map—an interactive scope and 
sequence of all topics you will study. The units of study are summarized below: 

Unit 1:  Physicians, Pharmacists, Dentists, Vets and Other Doctors 
Unit 2:  Physician and Physician Assistant 
Unit 3:  Dentists and Pharmacists 
Unit 4:  Optometry and Veterinary Medicine 
Unit 5:  Complementary and Alternative Medicine 
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