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Course Syllabus

What you will learn in this course

American Sign Language 3a: Community and Culture
As you dive into more advanced ASL signing, including unique grammar features and advanced
classifiers and locatives, you’ll learn, compose, and present your new-found vocabulary and
narratives by immersing yourself in Deaf culture and community. From opinions, slang, and idioms,
to using technology and media that offers authentic Deaf perspectives. Explore how travel, cultural
differences, and geography affect sign language. And gain a better understanding of Deaf culture by
learning important events and examining topics such as education, science, and literature.

  Important
Students in ASL 3a and 3b will need to practice their conversational ASL skills with a partner or group to
advance their language skills to the intermediate level. For safety reasons, we ask that the teacher or school
district locate another ASL student or member of the Deaf community who is willing to be a conversation
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Unit 1: Getting Back into Signing: Conversations and Opinions
Time to get back into signing by having fun conversations in American Sign Language. Being an
effective communicator in ASL requires not just technical proficiency with the language but also
sensitivity to the culture and ways of communicating. We’ll review conversational norms and some
of the stereotypes that Deaf people face, and we’ll get a chance to converse about these topics.
Discussing deafness can be a very personal subject for people, so we will learn some new signs to help
us discuss Deaf topics and converse about sensitive issues in a compassionate way.

What will you learn in this unit?
Apply ideas about culture to produce more e�ective communication in ASL
Di�erentiate familiar grammar elements in natural ASL conversations
Analyze Deaf stereotypes to better understand Deaf experiences
Connect knowledge of Deaf history and culture with signing to converse about these topics

UNIT 1 Assignments

Assignment Type

Unit 1 Critical Thinking Questions Homework

Unit 1 Activity 1 Homework

Unit 1 Activity 2 Homework

Unit 1 Activity 3 Homework

Unit 1 Activity 4 Homework

Unit 1 Quiz Quiz

Unit 1 Discussion 1 Discussion

Unit 1 Discussion 2 Discussion

Unit 2: Rites of Passage in Deaf and Hearing Cultures

partner in person or over video chat. If this conversation partner is not able to meet, the student will need the
school district or teacher to locate an alternate conversation partner with whom to practice and complete
assignments.
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Whether or not math is your favorite subject, money, data, and science are increasingly important
parts of our everyday lives—learning how to sign these concepts can be fun and, most importantly,
useful. From numbers, we move on to the intricacies of dates and addresses and then look at how
some important dates in Deaf history have created modern-day celebrations. The most influential
dates in Deaf history almost all involve education and sign language, and we will look at how the
education system gave rise to our modern idea of Deaf culture. And education plays a prominent role
in how people come to form a social identity, especially a Deaf cultural identity. Come trace the
history and scholarship that give us tools to talk about identity in Deaf culture.

What will you learn in this unit?
Integrate ASL with mathematical knowledge to communicate about increasingly advanced
numerical ideas
Correctly sequence and formulate ideas about time in ASL
Relate Deaf history to Deaf events
Distinguish and postulate ideas about the relationship of Deaf education with Deaf identity
formation

UNIT 2 Assignments

Assignment Type

Unit 2 Critical Thinking Questions Homework

Unit 2 Activity 1 Homework

Unit 2 Activity 2 Homework

Unit 2 Activity 3 Homework

Unit 2 Activity 4 Homework

Unit 2 Quiz Quiz

Unit 2 Discussion 1 Discussion

Unit 2 Discussion 2 Discussion

Unit 3: Directions and Travel
American Sign Language has unique grammar features that you must know to use the language
properly and fully. Come along for a trip while we learn how to sign the names of all 50 states and
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most countries around the world and get deeper into giving directions. With a language that has so
many advantages in describing space, it would be a shame not to fully take advantage of the ability to
give directions and go to far away places. We will also discuss cultural differences, geography, and
how these affect language, especially sign language.

What will you learn in this unit?
Formulate methods of remembering signs for place names based on �ngerspelling or more
nuanced sign names
Construct ASL presentations correctly using advanced classi�ers and locatives
Analyze the history of any world sign language to uncover cultural and geographic in�uences
Plan a complex trip using proper grammar, place names, explanations of directions, descriptions
of the landscape and fauna, clothing styles in the destination, and cultural details

UNIT 3 Assignments

Assignment Type

Unit 3 Critical Thinking Questions Homework

Unit 3 Activity 1 Homework

Unit 3 Activity 2 Homework

Unit 3 Activity 3 Homework

Unit 3 Activity 4 Homework

Unit 3 Quiz Quiz

Unit 3 Discussion 1 Discussion

Unit 3 Discussion 2 Discussion

American Sign Language 3a Midterm Exam
Review information acquired and mastered from this course up to this point.
Take a course exam based on material from the �rst�rst half of the course (Note: You will be able
to open this exam only one time.)
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MIDTERM Assignments

Assignment Type

Midterm Exam Exam

Midterm Discussion Discussion

Unit 4: Opinions in a Digital World
“Don’t be so judgemental!” While parents might want you to stop being judgy, it is human nature to
have and express opinions, so we will now expand our opinionated vocabulary. Since Non-Manual
Markers are important grammatical features of ASL, let’s review and clarify some of them so you will
have the full range of expression available to you in ASL. Since the media is full of opinions, we'll dive
into how deafness is portrayed in the media, and how changes in captioning laws are pushing
broadcasters to improve captioning and accessibility for the deaf. We can’t talk about the media
without bringing in social media, so let’s learn the signs for the technologies we use every day, and a
bit of slang and a few idioms as well. Being deaf doesn’t mean you can’t participate in the media,
expressing opinions or working behind the scenes. We’ll look at ways that everyone can get a better
understanding of Deaf culture by exploring media, both amateur and professional, that offers
authentic Deaf perspectives.

What will you learn in this unit?
Connect new and previously learned NMMs to their uses in ASL discussions
Investigate the compliance of captioning laws
Formulate ASL sentences about new technologies, using internet slang in ASL
Compare various opinions from the Deaf community to better understand the range of
perspectives

UNIT 4 Assignments

Assignment Type

Unit 4 Critical Thinking Questions Homework

Unit 4 Activity 1 Homework

Unit 4 Activity 2 Homework

Unit 4 Activity 3 Homework
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Unit 4 Activity 4 Homework

Unit 4 Quiz Quiz

Unit 4 Discussion 1 Discussion

Unit 4 Discussion 2 Discussion

Unit 5: Favorite Subjects: Explore Your Passion
Nothing engages us like something we are passionate about—and we’re all different. Everything
from the mysteries of mathematics to the joy of riding horses or the smell of a homemade pie baking
in the oven. We will learn ASL signs for some more subjects and activities and then discuss how we
can use more formal ASL to employ these new signs to make academic presentations. Plus we will
sort out some concepts around lexicalization, do some fingerspelling drills for receptive and active
practice, and then look at how ASL both contributes to science and is enhanced by the invigorating
efforts to create new signs for complex new STEM concepts. Let the signing begin.

What will you learn in this unit?
Di�erentiate between signs for distinct academic disciplines
Distinguish between Signed English and Academic ASL, analyzing the di�erent registers of ASL in
more or less formal settings
Compare lexicalized signs to their �ngerspelled words, understanding the evolution that occurs
when signs are lexicalized
Investigate the history of ASL linguistics to trace the in�uence that ASL has had on science and
humanities since Stokoe’s initial research

UNIT 5 Assignments

Assignment Type

Unit 5 Critical Thinking Questions Homework

Unit 5 Activity 1 Homework

Unit 5 Activity 2 Homework

Unit 5 Activity 3 Homework

Unit 5 Activity 4 Homework

Unit 5 Quiz Quiz
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Unit 5 Discussion 1 Discussion

Unit 5 Discussion 2 Discussion

Unit 6: Unforgettable Stories in ASL
Getting up to present is fun—and nerve-wracking! But put your nervous energy to good use by telling
great stories in ASL. Follow along as we learn some rules, tools, and tips for “showing” (not telling!)
great ASL stories. We’ll trace the history of ASL literature through to the present and discuss literacy
in languages that do not have a written form. Once you understand how and why ASL literature is
important to the Deaf community, you will be raring to go and try your hand at some ASL storytelling
—all the while advancing your knowledge and skill in ASL!

What will you learn in this unit?
Apply narrative tools to storytelling in ASL
Trace the history of ASL literature
Relate the concepts of literacy and cultural appropriation to Deaf culture
Compose and perform an original story in ASL

UNIT 6 Assignments

Assignment Type

Unit 6 Critical Thinking Questions Homework

Unit 6 Activity 1 Homework

Unit 6 Activity 2 Homework

Unit 6 Activity 3 Homework

Unit 6 Activity 4 Homework

Unit 6 Quiz Quiz

Unit 6 Discussion 1 Discussion

Unit 6 Discussion 2 Discussion

American Sign Language 3a Final Exam
Review information acquired and mastered from this course up to this point.
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Take a course exam based on material from allall units in this course. (Note: You will be able to
open this exam only one time.)

FINAL Assignments

Assignment Type

Final Exam Exam

Class Re�ection Discussion Discussion
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