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Language Comprehension

Skilled Reading

Background Knowledge
(facts, concepts, etc.)
• Developed through Texts

Vocabulary 
(breadth, precision, links, etc.)
• Explicit Academic Vocabulary within Context

Language Structures 
(syntax, semantics, etc.)
• Explicit Grammar Lessons

Verbal Reasoning 
(inference, metaphor, etc.)
• Group Conversation 
• Read Alouds

Literacy Knowledge 
(print concepts, genres, etc.)

Word Recognition
Phonological Awareness and 
Letter Instruction
(individual phonemes)

Decoding 
(alphabetic principle, spelling-sound 
correspondence)
• Decoding
• Encoding
• Reading Fluency (emphasis on accuracy)

Sight Recognition
• Reading Independence

Develop Skilled Readers
Support all your students on their paths to reading comprehension
The Reading Rope* model demonstrates the complexity of reading by showing how its interconnected components, 
such as decoding skills, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension, contribute to overall reading proficiency. As 
students work toward becoming fluent and skilled readers, they learn and practice all of these skills and more in 
Imagine Language & Literacy®.

*(Scarborough, 2001)

Learn more about how Imagine Language & Literacy aligns to the science of 
reading at imaginelearning.com/language-and-literacy

https://www.imaginelearning.com/products/ela/language-and-literacy/


Reading Rope: Word Recognition Imagine Language & Literacy Example Content
Phonological Awareness and Letter Instruction
        Phonemic Awareness and Letter Instruction
         (individual phonemes)

Letter Sounds Suites
Affixes Suites
Compound Words Suites
Onset and Rime Blending

Decoding (alphabetic principle, spelling-sound correspondence)
        Decoding Decodable Words Lesson/Activities

        Encoding Spelling Unit

        Reading Fluency (emphasis on accuracy) Read and Record Activities
Fluent Reader Practice

Sight Recognition Note This
Brilliant Bugs Sight Words Instruction
Blaster Sight Words Practice

        Reading Independence Read on My Own Practice

Book Break and Newsbreak
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Address the strands of the reading rope with Imagine Language & Literacy

Reading Rope: Language Comprehension Imagine Language & Literacy Example Content
Background Knowledge (facts, concepts, etc.) Understanding Context Lesson

         Developed through Texts Read-Along Books

Vocabulary (breadth, precision, links, etc.) Basic Vocabulary Unit

        Explicit Academic Vocabulary within Context Academic Vocabulary Unit
Book Lesson Vocabulary Suites

Language Structures (syntax, semantics, etc.) Academic Vocabulary Unit

        Explicit Grammar Lessons Time Seekers Grammar Instruction
History Hero Grammar Practice

Verbal Reasoning (inference, metaphor, etc.) Inferential Questions
Figurative Finds

        Group Conversation Conversational Phrases
Listening Strategies
Songs and Chants 

        Read Alouds Read and Record
Fluent Reader

Literacy Knowledge (print concepts, genres, etc.) Print Concepts Suites
Intro to Fables and Folktales
Text Types Suites

Reading Rope: Skilled Reading Imagine Language & Literacy Example Content
Language Comprehension + Word Recognition Understand What I Read Activities

Decodable Words Lesson/Activities
 Sight Words Lesson
 Read on My Own Activities
 Answer on My Own Activities
 Test Readiness


