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The chapter overview gives you essential information about the chapter. Everything in 
this book also appears in your digital student account, along with the chapter narratives, 
Echoes, and multiple types of media.
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“A map is the greatest of all epic 
poems. Its lines and colors show the 
realization of great dreams.”

՗�ilȻert  . �rosvenorհ National Geographic
magazine’s founding editor

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Exploring Geography1

CHAPTER QUESTION
How is geography used to 
understand the world?

CHAPTER OBJECTIVES
1. Describe the five themes of geography.

2. Explain how geographers use questions and tools to 
better understand the world.

3. Describe Earth’s physical features and forces.

4. Analyze how physical environments affect human 
populationsհ ɂulturesհ governmentsհ and eɂonomies.

5. Design a visual that communicates what a particular 
object can reveal about culture by constructing 
explanations and adapting an argument.

CHAPTER 1444

CHAPTER NARRATIVE

THE THEMES OF GEOGRAPHY
How do the five themes of geography guide our understanding of the world?

Primary Source
Ocean Garbage

Media
Explainer Video: Latitude and Longitude
Explainer Video: Regionalization

STUDYING GEOGRAPHY
How do geographers use tools to answer geographic questions?

Secondary Source
McArthur’s Universal Corrective Map

Media
Quick Talk: Mental Maps

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY
How do physical features and forces affect life on Earth?

Secondary Source
World Biomes

Media
Flipbook: Landforms
Hotspot: Biome

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
How does the physical world affect the human world?

Primary Source
The Silk Road: How a Road Changed the 
World

Media
Explainer Video: Settlement
Flipbook: Environmental Modifications

1 COMPELLING QUESTION I How can objects reveal culture?

2 SOURCE SET
• Voice of Baceprot
• Indian Sneakerheads Lead the Rise of a Subculture 

That Dresses Feet First

• The Comforts of Clutter
• Subway in Hong Kong

3 COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS
Adapt an Argument: Using the source analysis you did as a springboard, identify an object that reveals something 
important about what culture means to you. Design a visual featuring that object that communicates what the object 
reveals about one or more elements of culture: ethnicity, language, religion, social norms, and customs. Submit a 
separate written explanation to accompany your visual. In your written explanation choose one of the sources and 
explain how the perspective in the source helped you create your visual.

CHAPTER INQUIRY ROUTINE

555CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Chapter Question and Objectives
Refer to these high-level questions and goals when 
you need a reminder of how the sources and inquiry 
fit into the chapter as a whole.

Chapter Contents
Sources in the narrative are listed before sources in 
the inquiry. If a source is used in both the narrative 
and inquiry, it will only appear once in this book.

Chapter Narrative
This chapter-at-a-glance table allows you to make 
connections to the narrative sections and media, 
which are found entirely online.

Chapter Inquiry Routine
Preview the steps you will take to complete the 
Chapter Inquiry. All inquiries include a Compelling 
Question, a source set, and an Inquiry Prompt. Some 
also feature skill lessons and simulations.
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Sources in each chapter are a part of the narrative, Chapter Inquiry, or both. In 
narratives, sources give additional information about the section topics. In Chapter 
Inquiries, the sources form source sets that you will use to complete each inquiry.

SOURCES

THE THEMES OF GEOGRAPHY STUDYING GEOGRAPHY PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY HUMAN GEOGRAPHY INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
VOICE OF BACEPROT

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Photograph
Photographer: Putu Sayoga
Date: 2017

BACKGROUND
Indonesia has the largest population of Muslims in the 
world. As of 2022, about 242 million people in Indonesia 
practice Islam. This image depicts bassist Euis Siti 
Aisyah and other members of the Indonesian heavy 
metal band Voice of Baceprot performing live. 
Popularized in the 1970s by Deep Purple and Led 
Zeppelin, heavy metal is known for its loud, distorted 
guitars and aggressive vocal styles.

Source Analysis: Identify details from the image, 
and explain what these details suggest about 
the role Indonesian culture plays in the lives of 
the members of Voice of Baceprot.

 Online option

SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL I Analyzing Images and Artwork
Analyze each object, and write your explanation of what each reveals about the people in the image.

1. clothing 
2. musical instruments 

THE THEMES OF GEOGRAPHY STUDYING GEOGRAPHY PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY HUMAN GEOGRAPHY INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE
INDIAN SNEAKERHEADS LEAD THE RISE OF A 
SUBCULTURE THAT DRESSES FEET FIRST Close Reading: Identify details 

about sneakerhead culture and 
Indian culture coming together, 
and draw conclusions about 
what happens when different 
cultures come together.

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Article
Author: Sweta Akundi
Date: 2021

BACKGROUND
Sneakerheads are people who collect sneakers, or athletic shoes. Sneakerheads are found all 
over the world, but some sneakerheads are merging aspects of their traditional culture with 
sneakerhead culture. In India, the rise of sneakerhead culture has coincided with the rise of rap 
music. This article explores how these differing cultures have merged to form something vibrant 
and new.

CHAPTER 114

SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL 
ANALYZING ARTIFACTS

Artifacts are objects made by humans. Artifacts can be small items, such as tools, coins, or clothing, or large 
items, such as homes or boats. Although artifacts provide evidence that can help historians draw conclusions 
about the past, it’s often hard to know exactly when and how people in the past used them. It is important to 
consider the strengths and limitations of an artifact when using it as historical evidence.

2. SKILL MODEL

Here’s how one student uses the checklist to 
analyze an artifact.

Make observations.
• This is a pair of long pants with designs on 

the fabric.

Make inferences.
• I think that the climate of this region might be 

cold for durable pants to be needed.

Go beyond.
• I wonder what material the pants are made of 

to have been preserved so well.

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

1. CHECKLIST

Make observations.
 •  What do you know about the object’s maker,

date, or use?
 •  How can you describe the object’s shape,

size, color, and materials?
 •  What do you need to know about the

historical context in order to analyze this 
artifact?

Make inferences.
 • Who might have used this object and why?
 •  What does this object suggest about the

time period in which it was created?

Go beyond. 
 •  What information about the people or time

period are you unable to learn from this 
artifact?

 •  What new questions do you have after
analyzing this artifact?

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

3. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Analyzing Artifacts to analyze “The World’s Oldest Pants.” Use a table like the one below
to record your observations in column 1, your inferences in column 2, and your questions in column 3. The first
row has been completed for you as a model.

 Online option

Make Observations Make Inferences Go Beyond

This is a pair of long 
pants.

I think the pants were designed to 
protect the wearer against the 
elements.

I wonder what material the pants are 
made of.
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Source Tabs
These tabs make it clear if a source is in a narrative 
section, Chapter Inquiry, or both. If the source appears 
in the Chapter Inquiry, you will return to that source 
page when you work through the source set.

Skill Question
Practice social studies skills as you answer questions 
about the source.

Sourcing Information and Background
Knowing who created something, when, and why
can help you understand and analyze the source.

Reading Skill lessons teach you how to analyze 
sources. These lessons use a source in the 
chapter narrative to model the skill.

READING SKILL LESSONS

Checklist
Each skill lesson includes a checklist with specific 
steps and questions that you will use to analyze that 
type of source.

Skill Model
The skill model provides an example of a source analysis 
using the checklist.

Practice
Each Reading Skill lesson ends with a chance to practice 
the skill using the steps from the checklist.
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CHAPTER INQUIRY

I COMPELLING QUESTION1

COMPELLING QUESTION
What was the main purpose of 
ancient governments?

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
Track your ideas as you work 
through the source set. Complete 
one row for each source.

Construct an Argument: Write a paragraph responding to the Compelling Question. In your 
paragraph, include a one-sentence claim and use examples and details from multiple sources as evidence. Be sure to 
explain your reasoning of how those details help explain your answer. Before you turn in your paragraph, check for 
strengths and weaknesses in your explanations.

INQUIRY PROMPT

I SOURCE SET2

BOOK OF THE DEAD 
FOR THE CHANTRESS 
OF AMUN, NAUNY
Genre: Artifact
Creator: Unknown
Date: circa 1050 BCE

THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF THE DUKE OF 
SHAOU
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: Unknown 
(translated by James 
Legge)
Date: 11th century BCE

PAGE 28 PAGE 29

HAMMURABI’S CODE
Genre: Document
Author: Hammurabi 
(translated by Robert 
Francis Harper)
Date: 17ԋԋՕ17ԋ0 BC^

PAGE 23

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
What is the purpose of having rules? Why do we have so many rules? And who decides what rules are necessary? These are 
questions people have been asking for thousands of years. Governments, whose job it is to create and enforce the rules, 
have also been around for thousands of years. In this Chapter Inquiry, you will explore ancient governments and why they 
were created. You will look at some of the first governments and the people who worked in them in order to answer the 
Compelling Question: What was the main purpose of ancient governments?

SUPPORTING QUESTIONS
Use the Supporting Questions to prepare for the Chapter Inquiry:
• Why did ancient societies form governments?
• Where did many ancient rulers get their power?
• How did ancient rulers attempt to create order?
As you analyze the source set, gather information to add to your answers.

Source Title Evidence Connection to Compelling 
Question

Book of the Dead for the Chantress of 
Amun, Nauny

CHAPTER 230

INQUIRY PROMPT

COMPELLING QUESTION
What was the main purpose of ancient governments?

Construct an Argument: Write a paragraph responding to the Compelling Question. In your paragraph, include a 
one-sentence claim and use examples and details from multiple sources as evidence. Be sure to explain your 
reasoning of how those details help explain your answer. Before you turn in your paragraph, check for strengths and 
weaknesses in your explanations.

1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS 2. PLAN

With your partner, review the Supporting Questions. 
Refer back to the details in the chapter as needed.

• ǆhy did anɂient soɂieties form governmentsԬ
• ǆhere did many anɂient rulers get their powerԬ
•  ow did anɂient rulers attempt to ɂreate orderԬ

Then use your annotations and graphic organizer to 
discuss the Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt 
with a partner.

Plan for your written argument. You may choose 
to use these sentence starters to write your 
explanation:

• Ɨhe main purpose of anɂient governments was 
to . . .

• One pieɂe of evidenɂe to support this ɂlaim is . . .
• Ɨhis supports that governments attempted to . . .
• �ɂɂording to . . .

3. RESPOND

Use your graphic organizer, the answers from your discussion with your peers, and your plan to respond to the 
Inquiry Prompt. An exemplary response meets the following criteria:

• Ɨhe response demonstrates a thorough understanding of the purpose of anɂient governments.
• Ɨhe response inɂludes a strong ɂlaim and relevant evidenɂe from multiple sourɂes. It also inɂludes a thorough 

explanation of how the evidence supports the claim, using strong reasoning, effective examples, and significant 
details.

• Ɨhe response presents a strongհ ɂlear argument. Ɨhe argument inɂludes wellՈorganized evidenɂe from multiple 
sources, develops convincing claims, acknowledges counterclaims, and assesses the limitations and strengths 
of evidence and counterclaims.

�fter evaluating the sourɂes in the sourɂe setհ prepare to ɂommuniɂate your ɂonɂlusions aȻout the Compelling Żuestion. 
ƣse the proɂess Ȼelow to plan and develop your response to the Inquiry Prompt.

I COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS4

33CHAPTER INQUIRY
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Each Chapter Inquiry is an opportunity to develop a claim based on evidence and to 
communicate that claim in a variety of ways. You will use a specific set of sources and 
the skills you are learning to complete each inquiry.

CHAPTER INQUIRY

Compelling Question
Each Chapter Inquiry starts with a Compelling 
Question. All the work you do in the inquiry will 
help you craft an evidence-based response to 
this question.

Inquiry Prompt
Your task will vary from chapter to chapter. The 
Inquiry Prompt always appears on the first page 
of the Chapter Inquiry to guide your work.

Source Set
The source set identifies which sources to use for 
your Chapter Inquiry. Remember that some sources 
were also part of the chapter narrative, so use the 
page numbers to locate them.

Communicating Conclusions
After you’ve read and analyzed the inquiry 
sources, you will use the guidance in the 
Communicating Conclusions section to organize 
your response. These three steps will help you:
• Review your ideas.
• Organize your ideas into a plan.
• Craft your response to the Inquiry Prompt.

The Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt are 
repeated here for easy reference as you prepare 
your response.
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1. CHECKLIST HOW DO YOU CONSTRUCT COMPELLING AND SUPPORTING QUESTIONS?

  Analyze the sources to determine if they address the course’s enduring themes listed 
or other related key ideas:

 • The Environment
 • Government
 • Change
 • Culture, Art, and Technology
 • Diplomacy and Conflict
 • Globalization and Interdependence
 • Economics Around the World

Brainstorm and record questions that occur to you as you explore the sources, trying to 
come up with as many as you can.

Read over your questions and determine which are compelling and which are supporting:
 • Questions that meet the following criteria are compelling:

– have more than one possible answer
– cannot be answered well with a yes, no, single word, or fact

 • Questions that meet the following criteria are supporting:
– have one answer
– can be answered with a yes, no, single word, or fact

 •  Finalize your own question set that consists of one compelling question and two or
more supporting questions:

 Օ Can your supporting questions be answered with information from the sources?
 Օ How do your compelling and supporting questions work together?

ֺ

ֺ
ֺ

Examine the “Constructing Compelling and Supporting Questions” episode 
of The Beat to understand how one group of students approaches the
process of constructing compelling and supporting questions. Then read the
definition and checklist that students discuss in the video.

What are compelling and supporting questions?
Compelling questions are engaging, open-ended, debatable questions that
explore enduring themes and key ideas. Supporting questions are narrower
informational questions that help you answer your own compelling question.

Why is it important to construct compelling and supporting questions?
Compelling questions help you plan inquiries around the ideas you find most interesting. Supporting questions help
you develop the knowledge and understanding to build an argument in response to your own compelling questions.

2. SOURCE

Now it’s time to practice constructing compelling and supporting questions with
EMPRESS WU’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS, the first item in your source set. Use the
checklist for Constructing Compelling and Supporting Questions to read and
analyze the source and fill in your graphic organizer. Then you’ll examine a
second episode of The Beat showing how the students used the checklist to
analyze the same source.

PAGE 258

3
INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL
CONSTRUCTING COMPELLING AND SUPPORTING QUESTIONSI

CHAPTER 16262

Examine the second episode of The Beat to learn how the students used 
the checklist to construct their own compelling and supporting questions.

The student reads over her questions and uses the checklist for Constructing Compelling and Supporting 
Questions to determine which are compelling and which are supporting. The student then creates a question 
set with one compelling question and several supporting questions that she could use to investigate an idea 
that she finds interesting:

• Student Compelling Question: Was Empress Wu a good empress?
• Student Supporting Question 1: How did Empress Wu improve women’s rights?
• Student Supporting Question 2: How did people at that time view the changes she made?

4. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Constructing Compelling and Supporting Questions to complete the graphic organizer for 
the rest of the source set in this Chapter Inquiry.

Here is how one student took the conversation with her peers and 
used it to fill out a graphic organizer evaluating the source 
“Empress Wu’s Accomplishments.”

Source Title Enduring Themes or Key Ideas Questions About Empress Wu

Empress Wu’s 
Accomplishments

Politics and Power: This shows how 
Empress Wu used her power.

Culture and Society: This shows how 
Empress Wu brought change to 
Chinese society.

Why was Empress Wu controversial if 
she did all these good things?

Did people at that time like her?

Was she a good empress?

Did the things she changed stay after 
she was no longer in charge?

How did Empress Wu improve women's 
rights?

3. SKILL MODEL
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250_264_TRV_IL_S_EHM1_C16_XXXXXX.indd   263 09/04/25   2:02 PM

INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL LESSONS
Many Chapter Inquiries include an Inquiry and Research Skill lesson. These lessons 
will improve your ability to work with sources, conduct effective research, and craft 
successful responses.

The Beat
Some skill lessons include The Beat, a video in which 
students practice Inquiry and Research Skills and 
model collaboration.

Checklist
Each Inquiry and Research Skill includes a checklist 
that tells you how to practice the skill. Return to the 
checklist any time you need to use that skill.

Skill Model
Using a source from the source set, the skill model 
provides an example of how you can apply the skill 
to the Chapter Inquiry.

Source
Use the checklist to analyze some or all of your 
sources before returning to the skill lesson.

Practice
You will have opportunities to practice the skill right 
away as you work through the inquiry and develop 
your response.
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World’s biggest Buddhist temple, located in Java, Indonesia.
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South and 
Central Asia

UNIT 4

UNIT 4 KEY CONCEPTS

Ancient 
Civilizations

South and Central Asia have 
a rich history of ancient 
civilizations, including the 
Indus valley civilization, 
Mauryan Empire, and Gupta 
Empire.

Trade 
Networks

The Silk Road connected 
South and Central Asia to 
Europe, facilitating the 
exchange of goods and 
ideas between East and 
West.

Geography
The regions feature diverse 
landscapes, including the 
Himalayas, deserts like the 
Thar, fertile plains, and river 
systems such as the 
Ganges.

Modern 
History

The histories of South and 
Central Asia are shaped by 
colonialism, independence 
movements, and the 
struggle for political stability.
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CHANGE

What internal and external factors cause a society to change?
Throughout history, South and Central Asia have been sites of ongoing transformation. 
Umayyad conquests in the seventh and eighth centuries brought Islam and its 
decrees to Central Asia. Europe’s colonial ambitions in South Asia created new 
conflicts and inflamed old ones. Consider also, as you read, how various societies in 
South and Central Asia transformed from within, whether through emerging ideas or 
the rise of new governments. How do internal pressures give rise to both unrest and 
transformation? What other factors can lead to sudden or gradual change?

Indians celebrating
the Hindu New Year, 2017.

THE ENVIRONMENT

How can human behavior have both positive and negative effects on the 
environment?
Human societies can have a host of different effects on their environments, from 
conservation to destruction. Hindu and Buddhist traditions hold a deep reverence for 
natural spaces, pronouncing certain rivers and mountains as holy sites. But many 
human endeavors, even those that produce technological wonders, have also taken a 
heavy toll. As you read, pay attention to the actions of governments and individuals to 
protect the environment. How are the circumstances in South and Central Asia 
unique? Can countries in South and Central Asia balance economic growth with 
environmental conservation?

CULTURE, ART, AND TECHNOLOGY

How can art and technology reflect the culture of a place?
Art and technology, as products of human ingenuity, offer windows to understanding 
cultures past and present. In ancient India, scriptures and artifacts reflect a society 
organized by hierarchy. In Central Asia, the development of bow technology reflected 
a culture adapted to life on the Eurasian steppe. As you read, consider how the 
modern cultures of South and Central Asia are reflected in art and technology. What 
do creations reveal about their creators? What do you think future historians will 
remember from the technology and art of our own era?

ENDURING THEMES

Demographics
The regions are home to a 
vast diversity of ethnic 
groups, languages, and 
religions, with significant 
populations in both urban 
and rural areas.

Culture
The cultures of South and 
Central Asia are incredibly 
rich, with traditions in art, 
music, dance, literature, and 
festivals.

Government
The political landscape 
varies widely, from 
democracies like India to 
authoritarian regimes in 
parts of Central Asia.

Economics
Economies in these regions 
range from agriculture-
based economies to 
emerging markets in 
technology, manufacturing, 
and services.
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“At a time when most rulers considered 
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՗ćaɂ˅ ǆeatherfordհ Genghis Khan and the Making of the 
Modern World, 2004

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Early History of
South and Central Asia12

CHAPTER QUESTION
How did the physical 
environment and trade 
contribute to the 
development of civilizations 
in South and Central Asia?

CHAPTER OBJECTIVES
1. Locate and describe the major physical 

features of South and Central Asia.

2. ^Ϋplain the geographiɂհ politiɂalհ eɂonomiɂհ 
and cultural characteristics of the ancient 
Indus valley.

3. ^Ϋplain the geographiɂհ politiɂalհ eɂonomiɂհ 
and cultural characteristics of medieval 
Central Asia.

4. Develop an outline in which you analyze 
cause and effect to present an argument 
aȻout who was the more suɂɂessful ˅hanհ 
Genghis or Kublai.

Ruins of Mohenjo-daro in the
Indus valleyհ ɂirɂa 2ԋ00 BC^.
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GEOGRAPHY
What are the major physical features of South and Central Asia?

Secondary Source
Central Asian Biomes

THE ANCIENT INDUS VALLEY
How did civilizations develop in the Indus River Valley?

Primary Source
Arthashastra

Media
Ɨraverse 360: Ɨhe Indus ǃalley Civilization
Hotspot: River Valley Civilizations
3D Object: Harappan Stamp
Explainer Video: The Indo-Aryans

ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL CENTRAL ASIA
What role did trade play in the development of civilizations in Central Asia?

Secondary Source
The Expansion of Mongol Trade

Media
Ɨraverse 360: Ɨhe Rise of the ġongol ^mpire
Hotspot: Mongolian Ger
Explainer Video: Kublai Khan

1 COMPELLING QUESTION
ǆho was the more suɂɂessful ˅hanհ �enghis or ČuȻlaiԬ

2 SOURCE SET
• Mongol Empire
• Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World

• Khubilai Khan: His Life and Times
• Modern Views of Genghis Khan and Kublai Khan

3 COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS
Construct an Argument: Write and submit an outline that presents an argument in response to the Compelling 
Żuestion. Inɂlude a ɂlear ɂlaimհ supported Ȼy evidenɂe from at least two sourɂesհ eΫplaining why you Ȼelieve your 
selected khan was more successful. Consider the immediate and long-term effects of each khan’s accomplishments. 
Inɂlude a ɂounterɂlaim that aɂ˅nowledges the strengths of the other ˅hanհ and eΫplain why these may fall short of 
your criteria for success. Your outline will be reviewed by a peer. Review the feedback you receive from your peer 
and submit a reflection identifying your critique of one peer’s outline and explaining how you would use the critiques 
you received to improve your own outline.

CHAPTER INQUIRY ROUTINE

CHAPTER NARRATIVE
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South Asia consists primarily of the Indian subcontinentհ
extending into the Indian Ocean. It features diverse ɂlimatesհ 
including monsoons that bring heavy rain. People have lived 
along river systems like the Ganges River for thousands of 
years. Ɨo the northհ the Himalayas divide South Asia from 
Central �sia and China. Central �sia has mountainsհ forestsհ 
and the vast Eurasian steppe. Early civilizations in the steppe 
were nomadic hunter-gatherers and herders. They were the 
first to domesticate wild horses. Without access to sea trade 
routesհ Central �sian ˅ingdoms relied on overland trade routes 
and conquest to gain wealth.

Ɨhe Indus River supported one of the world՟s first ɂivilizationsհ 
the Indus valley civilization. Archaeologists have uncovered 
ruins of two ɂities in the region. �rtifaɂts inɂlude storehousesհ 

toilets with drainage systemsհ and pottery and weapons with Indus script. Stillհ muɂh of the ɂulture and its language remains 
a mystery. Arrival of Aryan peoples from Central Asia around 1500 BCE formed the Vedic society. Most knowledge of this 
period comes from the Vedasհ whiɂh were written in early Sanskrit. The Vedic social structure eventually evolved into the 
caste system. Brahmanismհ whiɂh emerged during this timeհ developed into Hinduism. Ėaterհ the Mauryan Empire united the 
Indian subcontinent. Emperor Ashoka converted to Buddhism and promoted peace and religious tolerance. After the 
ġauryan ^mpire fellհ the region split into smaller ˅ingdoms.

Central Asia’s steppe supported many nomadic civilizations. Horseback empires gained wealth and power through conquests 
and trade. The Silk Road made Central Asia a crossroads for goods and ideas. Islam spread to the region in the eighth 
ɂentury. ƣnder Islamiɂ ruleհ trade flourished and ɂultures Ȼlendedհ resulting in religious syncretism. The Mongols originated 
in Central �sia՟s plains as loosely ɂonneɂted ɂlans. In 1206 C^հ �enghis Čhan united the ġongol triȻes.  is armies eΫpanded 
rapidly through the use of horseȻaɂ˅ attaɂ˅s. By 1223հ ġongol forɂes had ɂonquered northern Chinaհ Central �siaհ and parts 
of Russia.

During the Pax Mongolicaհ Kublai Khan ruled the Mongol Empire. His rule was marked by safe travel and fast communication 
aɂross the empire.  oweverհ ġongol dominanɂe eventually deɂlined. Ɨhis was due to multiple faɂtors including the spread of 
the Blaɂ˅ Seathհ the rising power of ^uropean monarɂhiesհ the growth of the Ottoman ^mpireհ and the ɂlosing of part of the 
Silk Road.

BACKGROUND

• South �sia lies south of the  imalayasհ Ȼordered 
Ȼy the Indian Oɂean. Central �sia is landloɂ˅edհ 
stretching from the Caspian Sea to mountains in 
what is now western China.

• Early civilizations in South Asia developed along 
the Indus River ǃalleyհ leaving Ȼehind evidenɂe of 
urban centers and agricultural innovations.

• Central Asian civilizations were shaped by 
nomadic pastoralism and hunter-gatherer 
lifestylesհ adapting to life on the ^urasian steppe.

CHAPTER SUMMARY
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Buddhism
religion founded on the Indian 
subcontinent and based on the teachings 
of Siddhartha Gautama

caste system
a strict social hierarchy in which citizens 
are born into a societal role or class and 
cannot move to another

Ganges River
a major river flowing from the Himalayas 
to the Bay of Bengal through the northern 
Indian suȻɂontinentհ revered as saɂred in 
Hinduism

the Himalayas
tall mountain range in South Asia; 
separates the Indian subcontinent from 
China and Central Asia

CHAPTER VOCABULARY

Buddhist shrine in the Himalayas.

Indian subcontinent
largeհ triangleՈshaped land mass in South 
Asia bordering the Indian Ocean

Indus script
a ɂomȻination of numȻersհ wordsհ and 
symbols believed to be the earliest-
known form of writing on the Indian 
subcontinent

Indus valley civilization
one of a group of early human 
civilizations on the Indian subcontinent; 
flourished starting around 3300 BCE

landlocked
country or region entirely surrounded by 
land without direct access to the ocean 
or sea

Mauryan Empire
the consolidation of many Indian 
˅ingdoms under Chandragupta ġauryaհ 
formed around 321 BCE

Mongols
historic name for the nomadic and 
pastoral tribe that lived near the Eurasian 
steppe in central Asia; established a 
massive land empire in the 12th and 13th 
centuries

Hinduism
major polytheistic world religion founded 
on the Indian subcontinent during the 
anɂient periodն inɂludes Ȼeliefs in ˅armaհ 
dharmaհ and reinɂarnation

Indian Ocean
one of ^arth՟s five oɂeansհ whiɂh eΫtends 
east of Africa and west of Australia and 
from the southern coast of Asia to the 
Southern Ocean

Pax Mongolica
a period of stability and peace under the 
ġongol ^mpireհ the world՟s largestՈever 
contiguous land empire; spanned from 
approximately 1250 to 1350. During this 
timeհ trade prospered along the Sil˅ Roadհ 
and government was effectively 
administered.

religious syncretism
the ɂomȻining or Ȼlending of Ȼeliefsհ 
traditionsհ or praɂtiɂes of multiple Ȼelief 
systems within a single belief system

Sanskrit
the language of the Vedic peoples

15th century Persian artwork depicting Genghis 
Khan and his wife.

monsoon
seasonal change in the direction of strong 
winds in a region and resulting changes in 
precipitation

Silk Road
a series of routes that allowed traders to 
ɂarry goodsհ ɂultural praɂtiɂesհ Ȼeliefsհ 
ideasհ and diseases Ȼetween �siaհ 
^uropeհ and northern �friɂa

steppe
large area of levelհ treeless grassland

Vedas
collection of religious poems written by 
the Aryan people

Sanskrit engravings from a temple complex.
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PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SOURCES

GEOGRAPHY THE ANCIENT INDUS VALLEY ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL CENTRAL ASIA INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE
CENTRAL ASIAN BIOMES

 Online option

Follow your teacher’s directions for completing this activity.

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Map
Date: 2024

BACKGROUND
This map of Central Asia 
shows the five distinct biomes 
of the regionհ highlighting its 
diverse ecosystems. Deserts 
with sparse vegetationհ 
expansive grasslands called 
steppesհ forestsհ and the 
frigid tundra are all 
represented. Each biome 
includes unique plants and 
animals that thrive in specific 
ɂlimatesհ some supporting 
civilizations throughout 
history more sustainably than 
others.

Section Question:
What are the major 
physical features of
South and Central Asia?

 Online option

SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL I Analyzing Maps
�ɂɂording to the mapհ what ɂhallenges might people living in Ɨur˅menistan faɂeԬ

A. frequent flooding and difficulty maintaining stable infrastructure
B. scarcity of water resources and difficulty growing crops
C. navigating dense rainforests and dealing with tropical diseases
D. protecting crops from heavy snowfall and freezing temperatures
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GEOGRAPHY THE ANCIENT INDUS VALLEY ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL CENTRAL ASIA INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
ARTHASHASTRA Section Question: How did civilizations 

develop in the Indus River Valley?

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: Kautilya (translated by L. N. Rangarajan)
Date: 321Օ296 BC^

BACKGROUND
Arthashastraհ written around the third ɂenturyհ is one of the oldest surviving Ȼoo˅s aȻout 
politiɂs. In an eΫɂerpt from Part IǍհ գCovert Operationsհդ author Čautilya devises a politiɂal 
system of espionage at all levels of society. Scholars theorize the ancient Sanskrit 
manusɂript was a howՈtoՈgovern guide for ^mperor Chandragupta ġauryaհ founder of the 
Mauryan Empire.

ROVING AGENTS

Secret Agent: (Sattri)
Secret agents shall be recruited from orphans who have 
to be looked after by the state. They shall be trained in 
the following techniques: interpretation of signs and 
mar˅sհ palmistry1 and similar techniques of interpreting 
Ȼody mar˅sհ magiɂ and illusionsհ the duties of the 
ashramas Դstages of lifeԶհ and the sɂienɂe of omens and 
augury.2 �lternativelyհ they ɂan Ȼe trained in Դphysiology 
and soɂiologyհԶ the art of men and soɂiety.

Assassin: (Tikshna)
Ɨhese shall Ȼe reɂruited from the Ȼravest in the landհ 
partiɂularly those whoհ for the sa˅e of moneyհ are 
willing to fight wild elephants and tigersհ in total 
disregard for their personal safety.

Poisoner: (Rasada)
Ɨhose who are ɂruelհ lazy and devoid of any affeɂtion 
for their relatives shall be recruited as poisoners.

ǆandering Nunsմ ԲParivraʽi˅aհ ġundaՈǃrishalaԳ
A wandering nun may be a Brahmin3 (parivrajika) or 
from another sect (vrshala with their heads shaven). 
Such agents shall be recruited from poor but intrepid 
widowsհ who need to wor˅ for their living. Ɨhey shall Ȼe 
treated with honour in the palace so that they may go 
into the houses of high officials freely.

ԽIn addition to the aȻove ɂategories employed on a 
permanent Ȼasisհ oɂɂasional agents ɂould also Ȼe 
used. Their salary was fixed at 250 panas p.a.4 Which 
could be increased according to the work done.]

TRANSMISSION OF INTELLIGENCE

The intelligence gathered from roving spies shall be 
collected together in the establishments of spies based 
in one place and shall be transmitted by code. The 
transmitters shall not know who the gatherers were. 
ԽSometimes transmission of intelligenɂe gathered Ȼy 
agents within the house may become difficult if nuns 
are prevented from entering it.Զ. In suɂh a ɂaseհ the 
intelligence gathered shall be transmitted by means of 
songsհ speeɂhհ signsհ or messages in ɂode hidden 
inside musiɂal instruments or vesselsհ to other agents 
appearing at the door in disguise (as the parent of a 
servantհ an artistհ a singer or a slaveԳ. �lternativelyհ the 
agent inside the house may attempt to get out either 
seɂretly or Ȼy pretending to Ȼe illհ madհ or feigning5

escape from fire or poison.

DOUBLE AGENTS

Double agents are those clandestine6 operatives whoհ 
while employed Ȼy a ˅ingհ spy for another ˅ing. Ɨhey 
can adopt as cover any of the guises mentioned as 
cover for clandestine operatives under the Chancellor.

1palmistry: a practice of giving interpretations and predictions for someone, usually concerning their future, by examination of the palm of their hand
2augury: the practice of observing signs of natural phenomena to tell the future
3Brahmin: the highest social class of Hindu India
4panas p.a.: early Indian silver coinage used as payment per year
5feigning: the act of pretending in order to mislead
6clandestine: done in secret
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 Online option

SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL I Analyzing Primary Sources
Which of the following conclusions is supported by this excerpt from Arthashastra?

A. Orphans make the most effective spies because they are often brave and reckless.
B. Kautilya believed that the emperor should employ only a small number of spies in order to maintain 

control of the institution of spies.
C. In anɂient Indiaհ only the ȻestՈeduɂated upper ɂlass ɂould Ȼe spies Ȼeɂause no one would 

suspect them.
D. Kautilya believed that close monitoring of officials and citizens was important for effective 

governance.

GEOGRAPHY THE ANCIENT INDUS VALLEY ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL CENTRAL ASIA INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE WITH SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL
THE EXPANSION OF MONGOL TRADE

1215
Mongols Capture Beijing
The Mongols capture Beijing, opening up 
trade routes in northern China. This victory 
consolidates their control over northern China 
and enhances their influence in the region. 1258

Capture of Baghdad
The Mongols capture Baghdad, integrating 
its extensive trade networks with Central 

Asia, which leads to increased trade activity 
and further consolidation of Mongol control 

over regional commerce.

1206
Genghis Khan Proclaimed Ruler
Genghis Khan unites the Mongol tribes 
and is proclaimed ruler of all Mongols. 
This marks the beginning of the Mongol 
Empire, which will expand to become 
the largest contiguous empire in history.

1220
Fall of Samarkand and Bukhara
The Mongols capture the cities of Samarkand 
and Bukhara, which opens up more secure 
and expansive trade routes. These cities 
become important centers for trade under 
Mongol control.

1260
Kublai Khan Becomes the Great Khan
Kublai Khan begins his reign, marking the
start of significant administrative and economic
reforms including the introduction of paper 
money known as chao, standardizing tax rates, 
and establishing caravanserais along major 
trade routes.

1271
Expansion of the Grand Canal

When Kublai Khan moved the empire’s 
capital to Beijing in 1271, he ordered 
the expansion of the Grand Canal, 
creating today’s 1,794 km Beijing to 

Hangzhou route.

1215 1255 12651260 127512701225122012101205

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Time Line  I  Date: 2024

BACKGROUND
Genghis Khan’s proclamation as ruler in 1206 set the newly established Mongol Empire on a path of conquest throughout 
^urasia in the 13th ɂentury. ^ɂonomiɂ milestonesհ inɂluding the introduɂtion of paper moneyհ were met under ġongol ruleհ 
illustrating the empire’s rapid expansion and its profound impact on trade and culture from the Pacific Ocean to the 
Mediterranean Sea.

Section Question: What role did trade 
play in the development of civilizations 
in Central Asia?
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SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL
ANALYZING TIME LINES

A time line is a visual representation of events in chronological order. Time lines are secondary sources that 
provide information about the relationships between events in a specific era or period. Time lines help historians 
understand and draw ɂonɂlusions aȻout ɂhronologyհ ɂause and effeɂtհ growth and developmentհ ɂhangeհ and 
decline. Parallel time lines can be used to compare and contrast events that happened in different places over 
the same period of time.

2. SKILL MODEL

Here’s how one student uses the checklist to 
analyze The Expansion of Mongol Trade.

Make observations.
• The title of the time line is The Expansion of 

Mongol Trade.
• This time line shows a lot of events related to 

the Mongols taking over important cities.

Make inferences.
•   I can infer that as the Mongols took over more 

cities, they expanded their control over trade.
• I see multiple events about Beijing so that city 

must have been important.

Go beyond. 
• This time line doesn’t give me any information 

on how the Mongols took over these cities.
• I wonder if any of the cities that were 

conquered put up a fight.

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

1. CHECKLIST

Make observations.
• ǆhat is the title and time span of the time lineԬ
• ǆhat ˅inds of events does the time line showԬ
• ǆhat intervals of time are mar˅ed on the time 

line?
• ǆhat do you need to ˅now aȻout the historiɂal 

context in order to analyze this time line?

Make inferences.
•  ow are two or more events on the time line 

connected?
• ǆhat does the amount of time Ȼetween events 

tell you about the relationship between 
events?

•  ow does the time line help you understand 
what changed over time and what stayed the 
same?

Go beyond. 
• ǆhat information or events are not 

represented on this time line?
•  ow does analyzing events in ɂhronologiɂal 

order help you better understand the time 
period?

• ǆhat new questions do you have after 
analyzing this time line?

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

3. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Analyzing Time Lines to analyze The Expansion of Mongol Trade. Use a table like the one 
Ȼelow to reɂord your oȻservations in ɂolumn 1հ your inferenɂes in ɂolumn 2հ and your questions in ɂolumn 3. 
The first row has been completed for you as a model.

Make Observations Make Inferences Go Beyond

This time line displays many 
events related to the Mongols 
taking over cities. 

The Mongols grew their trade 
routes across multiple 
continents in less than 70 years.

How did the Mongols take over 
so many cities?

 Online option
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GEOGRAPHY THE ANCIENT INDUS VALLEY ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL CENTRAL ASIA INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE
MONGOL EMPIRE

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Map  I  Date: 2024

BACKGROUND
This map compares the lands controlled by the Mongol Empire during the reigns of Genghis Khan and Kublai Khan. Genghis 
Čhan founded the ġongol ^mpire in 1206հ uniting nomadiɂ triȻes in Central �sia and rapidly eΫpanding his empire through 
warfare.  is grandsonհ ČuȻlai Čhanհ ɂontinued this suɂɂessful eΫpansion until his death in 129Ԋ.

Source Analysis: Identify characteristics 
of the Mongol Empire under both 
�enghis and ČuȻlai Čhanհ and draw 
conclusions about ways in which the 
empire changed over time.

 Online option

SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL I Analyzing Maps
Match each location to the correct description of when and by whom it was controlled.

Control
1. during Genghis Khan’s Empire
2. during Kublai Khan’s Empire
3. free from the Mongol Empire’s control

Location
A. India
B. Mongolia
C. Chinaհ Persiaհ and parts of Russia
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GEOGRAPHY THE ANCIENT INDUS VALLEY ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL CENTRAL ASIA INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE
GENGHIS KHAN AND THE MAKING 
OF THE MODERN WORLD

Close Reading: Identify wordsհ 
phrasesհ or sentenɂes that desɂriȻe 
changes that were instituted by 
�enghis Čhan in the ġongol ^mpireհ 
and describe how these changes are 
similar to or different from conditions 
found in modern nations.

 Online option

SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL I Analyzing Secondary Sources
Which of these statements are true about Genghis Khan? Select the three correct answers.

A. Genghis Khan built a new and unique system based on aristocratic privilege and birth.
B. �enghis Čhanհ li˅e most rulers of his timeհ ɂonsidered himself aȻove the law.
C. Genghis Khan organized the largest-ever free trade zone along the Silk Road.
D. Genghis Khan demanded total loyalty from his hostages.
E. Genghis Khan believed in the law of the Eternal Blue Sky but also granted religious freedom.
F. Genghis Khan shared the riches taken from enemies instead of keeping them for himself.

As he smashed the feudal system of aristocratic 
privilege and Ȼirthհ he Ȼuilt a new and unique system 
Ȼased on individual meritհ loyaltyհ and aɂhievement.  e 
took the disjointed and languorous1 trading towns along 
the Silk Route and organized them into history’s largest 
freeՈtrade zone.  e lowered taΫes for everyoneհ and 
aȻolished them altogether for doɂtorsհ teaɂhersհ priestsհ 
and educational institutions. He established a regular 
census and created the first international postal system. 
His was not an empire that hoarded wealth and 
treasureն insteadհ he widely distriȻuted the goods 
acquired in combat so that they could make their way 
back into commercial circulation. He created an 
international law and recognized the ultimate supreme 

law of the Eternal Blue Sky2 over all people. At a time 
when most rulers considered themselves to be above 
the lawհ �enghis Čhan insisted on laws holding rulers as 
equally accountable as the lowest herder. He granted 
religious freedom within his realmsհ though he 
demanded total loyalty from conquered subjects of all 
religions. He insisted on the rule of law and abolished 
tortureհ Ȼut he mounted maʽor ɂampaigns to see˅ out 
and kill raiding bandits and terrorist assassins. He 
refused to hold hostages andհ insteadհ instituted the 
novel practice of granting diplomatic immunity for all 
amȻassadors and envoysհ inɂluding those from hostile 
nations with whom he was at war.

1languorous: not busy or productive
2Eternal Blue Sky: at times referred to as Tengri, the supreme deity in the religion practiced by Genghis Khan

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: ćaɂ˅ ǆeatherford
Date: 2004

BACKGROUND
In Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern Worldհ author ćaɂ˅ ǆeatherford ma˅es the 
argument that the khan’s accomplishments transformed the world around him. His conquest 
ɂonneɂted nearly all of Central �siaհ laying the foundation for an empire that grew larger than 
North �meriɂaհ inɂluding what would Ȼeɂome over 30 modern nations with a population of more 
than three billion people today.
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GEOGRAPHY THE ANCIENT INDUS VALLEY ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL CENTRAL ASIA INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE
KHUBILAI KHAN: HIS LIFE AND TIMES Close Reading: Identify details in the 

excerpt that describe achievements 
under the rule of ČuȻlai Čhanհ and infer 
how these achievements might benefit 
the Mongol Empire.

 Online option

SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL I Analyzing Secondary Sources
Read this quotation from the book Khubilai Khan: His Life and Times.

գ e was signifiɂant Ȼeɂause he was the first of the ġongol rulers to ma˅e the transition from a 
nomadiɂ ɂonqueror from the steppes to effeɂtive ruler of a sedentary soɂiety.դ

Why might the transition from a nomadic conqueror to a ruler of a sedentary society be important for the 
Mongol Empire?

His life and career spanned the rise and decline of the 
ġongol empire.  e was Ȼorn in 121ԋհ the year in whiɂh 
his grandfatherհ Chinggis Čhan1 seized Pe˅ingհ2 and his 
death in 1294 coincided with the deterioration and 
dismemberment of the Mongol empire that had been 
gradually created from the early thirteenth century on. 
He was significant because he was the first of the 

Mongol rulers to make the transition from a nomadic 
conqueror from the steppes to effective ruler of a 
sedentary society.3 His reign in China witnessed the 
ɂonstruɂtion of a ɂapital ɂityհ the development of a legal 
code and a new written script for all the languages in 
the ġongol domainsհ and ɂourt patronage of the 
theaterհ the arts and ɂraftsհ and sɂienɂe and mediɂine.

1Chinggis Khan: an alternate spelling of Genghis Khan
2Peking: outdated spelling of Beijing, the capital city of China
3sedentary society: a society in which people remain in a single place throughout the year, as opposed to a nomadic society in which people continually travel

with the seasons

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: Morris Rossabi
Date: 2009

BACKGROUND
ČhuȻilaiհ or ČuȻlaiհ Čhan inherited an empire ɂharaɂterized Ȼy ġongol ɂonquest and ɂultural 
advanɂements that Ȼegan under the rule of his grandfatherհ �enghis Čhan. In Khubilai Khan: 
His Life and Timesհ author ġorris RossaȻi eΫplores the life and legaɂy of the ruler who not only 
increased the size of the empire but also transitioned the Mongolian people from nomadic 
tribes to an established society.
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GEOGRAPHY THE ANCIENT INDUS VALLEY ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL CENTRAL ASIA INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE
MODERN VIEWS OF GENGHIS KHAN AND KUBLAI KHAN Close Reading: Identify details in the 

text that indicate the Mongolian 
people’s feeling that it is important to 
create a more balanced view of 
�enghis Čhan and ČuȻlai Čhanհ and 
infer why they feel this way.

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Article
Creator: Traverse
Date: 2022

BACKGROUND
Ɨo many of the modern nations that were onɂe ɂonquered Ȼy the ġongol ^mpireհ �enghis Čhan 
and ČuȻlai Čhan are rememȻered as Ȼrutal tyrants.  oweverհ modernՈday ġongolians ɂeleȻrate 
the two rulers as founders of their ɂountryհ rulers who were aȻle to unite Central �sia into one 
of the largest empires the world has ever known.

�or manyհ the names �enghis Čhan and ČuȻlai Čhan ɂall to mind terrifyingհ dangerous ɂonquerors. But many 
Mongolians look at these ancient leaders differently. Mongolia experienced a democratic revolution in 1990. 
Sinɂe thenհ ġongolians have revived and redefined their national history. �enghis and ČuȻlai have emerged as 
popular foundational heroesհ aɂɂording to ćehangir S. Poɂha in The New York Times artiɂle գġongolia Sees 
�enghis Čhan՟s �ood Side.դ

^lȻegdorʽ Ɨsah˅iaհ a former ġongolian president and prime ministerհ ʽo˅es that գ�enghis 
Čhan wasn՟t really a Ȼad guyհ he ʽust had Ȼad press.դ �enghis has a reputation as a military 
tyrantհ espeɂially in nations he ɂonqueredհ suɂh as Chinaհ Indiaհ and Iran. Ɨo ġongoliansհ 
thoughհ �enghis is the գfather of the nationհդ writes Poɂha.  e even appears on ġongolian 
money. Pocha notes that revering one’s ancestors is an important part of Mongolian culture. 
By honoring �enghisհ ġongolians are reɂlaiming their historiɂal roots.

ČuȻlai Čhanհ another ġongolian ˅ing and grandson of �enghisհ enʽoys a similar popularity. 
ġongolians ɂall him գČuȻlai the ǆiseհդ writes the Straits Times. For the leader’s 800th 
Ȼirthdayհ ġongolians had a wee˅long ɂeleȻration. Ɨhe ɂeleȻration was meant to գhonour and 
value the ɂontriȻution of ČuȻlai Čhan to ġongolian and world historyդ aɂɂording to one 
government official.

 Online option

SOCIAL STUDIES READING SKILL I Analyzing Secondary Sources
Over timeհ ġongolians have ɂhanged their perspeɂtives when it ɂomes to �enghis Čhan and ČuȻlai Čhan. 
Match the perspective with the correct details.

Perspective
1. old view of Genghis Khan and Kublai Khan
2. current view of Genghis Khan
3. current view of Kublai Khan

Details
A. founder of the nation
B. terrifyingհ dangerous ɂonquerors
C. one of the most important men of the last thousand 

years

ćaɂ˅ ǆeatherfordհ a sɂholar of ġongolian history who spo˅e to the Straits Timesհ notes that �enghis and ČuȻlai 
գwere the two most important men of the last thousand years.դ Ɨhey set the stage for the ɂreation of the ġongol 
Empire. Its legacy still influences Asian geography and culture today.
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CHAPTER INQUIRY

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Imagine the amount of work that goes into designing and building a school building. Then think of all of the work and the 
people it ta˅es to ˅eep it ɂleanհ updatedհ and useful. Both are diffiɂult ʽoȻs that require a lot of wor˅.  ow would you 
determine if these people are doing their ʽoȻs suɂɂessfullyԬ �t a different levelհ the same ɂould Ȼe said hundreds of years 
ago aȻout Ȼuilding an empire. Some leaders put in the hard wor˅ of Ȼuilding an empireհ while the neΫt generations had to 
maintain the empire. In this Chapter Inquiryհ you will eΫplore and ɂompare two ġongol leadersհ �enghis Čhan and ČuȻlai 
Čhanհ and the wor˅ they did to Ȼuild and maintain the ġongol ^mpire.

SUPPORTING QUESTIONS
Use the Supporting Questions to prepare for the Chapter Inquiry:
• ǆhat were the main aɂhievements of �enghis ČhanԬ
• ǆhat were the main aɂhievements of ČuȻlai ČhanԬ
• ǆhy are these aɂhievements historiɂally signifiɂantԬ
•  ow are �enghis Čhan and ČuȻlai Čhan viewed in modern timesԬ
�s you analyze the sourɂe setհ gather information to add to your answers.

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
Track your ideas as you work 
through the source set. Complete 
one row for each source.

I COMPELLING QUESTION1

Construct an Argument: Write and submit an outline that presents an argument in response 
to the Compelling Żuestion. Inɂlude a ɂlear ɂlaimհ supported Ȼy evidenɂe from at least two sourɂesհ eΫplaining why you 
believe your selected khan was more successful. Consider the immediate and long-term effects of each khan’s 
aɂɂomplishments. Inɂlude a ɂounterɂlaim that aɂ˅nowledges the strengths of the other ˅hanհ and eΫplain why these 
may fall short of your criteria for success. Your outline will be reviewed by a peer. Review the feedback you receive 
from your peer and submit a reflection identifying your critique of one peer’s outline and explaining how you would use 
the critiques you received to improve your own outline.

INQUIRY PROMPT

COMPELLING QUESTION
ǆho was the more suɂɂessful ˅hanհ 
Genghis or Kublai?

I SOURCE SET2

MONGOL EMPIRE
Genre: Map
Date: 2024

ČHUBILAI ČHANյ HIS LIFE ANS TIġES
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: Morris Rossabi
Date: 2009 

PAGE 196 PAGE 198

�EN�HIS ČHAN ANS THE ġAČIN� OF 
THE MODERN WORLD
Genre: Book Excerpt 
Author: ćaɂ˅ ǆeatherford
Date: 2004

ġOSERN ǃIEǆS OF �EN�HIS ČHAN ANS 
KUBLAI KHAN
Genre: Article
Creator: Traverse
Date: 2022

PAGE 197 PAGE 199

Source Title Evidence Connection to Compelling Question

Mongol Empire
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1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS

With your partner, review the Supporting Questions. Refer back to the details in the chapter as needed.

• What were the main achievements of Genghis Khan?
• What were the main achievements of Kublai Khan?
• Why are these achievements historically significant?
• How are Genghis Khan and Kublai Khan viewed in modern times?
Then use your annotations and graphic organizer to discuss the Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt with a partner.

�fter evaluating the sourɂes in the sourɂe setհ prepare to ɂommuniɂate your ɂonɂlusions aȻout the Compelling Żuestion. 
Use the process below to plan and develop your response to the Inquiry Prompt.

I COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS3

INQUIRY PROMPT

COMPELLING QUESTION
ǆho was the more suɂɂessful ˅hanհ �enghis or ČuȻlaiԬ

Construct an Argument: Write and submit an outline that presents an argument in response to the Compelling 
Żuestion. Inɂlude a ɂlear ɂlaimհ supported Ȼy evidenɂe from at least two sourɂesհ eΫplaining why you Ȼelieve your 
selected khan was more successful. Consider the immediate and long-term effects of each khan’s accomplishments. 
Inɂlude a ɂounterɂlaim that aɂ˅nowledges the strengths of the other ˅hanհ and eΫplain why these may fall short of 
your criteria for success. Your outline will be reviewed by a peer. Review the feedback you receive from your peer 
and submit a reflection identifying your critique of one peer’s outline and explaining how you would use the critiques 
you received to improve your own outline.

2. PLAN 3. RESPOND

Plan for your outline. You may use this 
structure to create your outline:

• Claim
- Reason A

• ^videnɂe
• ^Ϋplanation

- Reason B
• ^videnɂe
• ^Ϋplanation

Use your graphic organizer, the answers from your discussion 
with your peers, and your plan to respond to the Inquiry Prompt. 
An exemplary response meets the following criteria:

• The response demonstrates a thorough understanding of the 
achievements of Genghis Khan and Kublai Khan and the impact 
of the Mongol Empire on the peoples of Asia and Europe.

• The response accurately analyzes multiple complex causes and 
effects of an event or development. The analysis thoroughly 
eΫplains the relationships Ȼetween eventsհ desɂriȻes how they 
developedհ and distinguishes Ȼetween different types of 
causes.

• The student effectively critiques an argument for credibility. 
The response thoroughly analyzes the strengths and limitations 
of the argument՟s ɂlaimsհ ɂounterɂlaimsհ evidenɂeհ and 
explanations.

• The student successfully identifies and addresses the 
limitations of an argument. The student thoroughly strengthens 
the argument by refining claims and counterclaims.

- Counterclaim:
• Concluding sentence that ties back to 

your claim
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