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The chapter overview gives you essential information about the chapter. Everything in 
this book also appears in your digital student account, along with the chapter 
narratives, Echoes, and multiple types of media.
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“After all, the story of humanity is 
fundamentally a story of migration. . . .”

—Laila Lalami, from Conditional Citizens:
On Belonging in America, 2020

Early Civilizations1

CHAPTER QUESTION

What do we know about the early 
cultures and people of the Americas?

CHAPTER OBJECTIVES
1. Explain how archeologists recover artifacts and how 

they discover evidence of ancient settlements in the 
Americas.

2. Identify how and why early humans migrated to the 
Americas.

3. Explain how humans in the Americas adapted to and 
altered the landscape and ecosystems of the areas 
where they settled.

4. Write a paragraph explaining why perspectives on 
migration theories have changed over time.

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Ancestral Puebloan petroglyphs 
from circa 1000 CE.

4 CHAPTER OVERVIEWCHAPTER 1

ARCHAEOLOGY
How do archaeologists study early cultures?

Media
Flipbook: The Excavation Process

PRE-COLUMBIAN MIGRATION
Why and how did the first people migrate to the Americas?

Primary Source
Kohta Circus Petroglyphs

Media
Explainer Video: The Bering Land Bridge

CIVILIZATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT
How did the development of farming transform societies in the Americas?

Secondary Source
Cave Full of Untouched Maya Artifacts 
Found at Chichén Itzá

Media
Interactive Time Line: Early Indigenous Cultures of 
North America

CHAPTER INQUIRY ROUTINE

1 COMPELLING QUESTION
Why have migration theories changed over time?

2 SOURCE SET
• Archaeological Sites in North and South America
• Origin: A Genetic History of the Americas

3 INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL
Exploring Evolving Interpretations

4 COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS
Construct an Argument: Write a paragraph responding to the Compelling Question. Be sure to use evidence from 
two sources that explains why perspectives on migration have changed over time. Include reasoning, details, and 
examples in your explanation.

CHAPTER NARRATIVE

5CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Chapter Question and Objectives
Refer to these highՈlevel ̻uestions and goals when 
you need a reminder of how the sources and in̻uiry 
fit into the chapter as a whole.

Chapter Contents
Sources in the narrative are listed before sources in 
the inquiry. If a source is used in both the narrative 
and in̻uiry, it will only appear once in this book.

Chapter Narrative
This chapterՈatՈaՈglance table allows you to make 
connections to the narrative sections and media, 
which are found entirely online.

Chapter Inquiry Routine
Preview the steps you will take to complete the 
Chapter Inquiry. All inquiries include a Compelling 
Question, a source set, and an Inquiry Prompt. Some 
also feature skill lessons and simulations.
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Sources in each chapter are a part of the narrative, Chapter Inquiry, or both. In 
narratives, sources give additional information about the section topics. In Chapter 
Inquiries, the sources form source sets that you will use to complete each inquiry.

SOURCES

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SOURCES

 Online option

Follow your teacher’s directions for completing this activity.

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: Joseph Plumb Martin   
Date: 1830

BACKGROUND
Joseph Plumb Martin of Massachusetts was 15 when he joined the Continental Army in 1776. In 
1830, at the age of 70, Martin published a memoir of his experiences. The book remains one of the 
few firsthand accounts of the common soldier’s experience during the war.

AMERICAN AND BRITISH ARMIES BRITISH VICTORIES TURNING POINTS FOR THE UNITED STATES INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
MEMOIR OF A REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIER: 
THE NARRATIVE OF JOSEPH PLUMB MARTIN Close Reading: Identify words, phrases, 

or sentences that describe Martin’s 
experiences in the war, and explain how 
these reflect the author’s perspective.

The Differences Between Colonists
They put me in this regiment, half New Englanders and 
half Pennsylvanians. Folks as different as night and day. 
Myself, I’d rather be fighting with a tribe of Indians than 
with these Southerners. I mean they’re foreigners, can’t 
hardly speak English. They don’t like me either. They 
call me that ‘damn Yankee.’ That’s about the nicest thing 
they say.

The Hardships of Being a Soldier
I was soon relieved from this guard, and with those who 
were able, of our two regiments, sent to reinforce those 

in the fort [Mifflin], which was then besieged by the 
British. Here I endured hardships sufficient to kill half 
a dozen horses. Let the reader only consider for a 
moment and he will still be satisfied if not sickened. 
In the cold month of November, without provisions, 
without clothing, not a scrap of either shoes or 
stockings to my feet or legs, and in this condition to 
endure a siege in such a place as that was appalling in 
the highest degree. 

HISTORICAL READING SKILL I Analyzing Primary Sources
What does Joseph Plumb Martin’s account reveal about what life was like for soldiers in the 
Continental Army?

 Online option INQUIRY  
HISTORICAL READING SKILL I Analyzing Primary Sources
Identify points of agreement or disagreement between this source and “What America Was Really
Like in 1776,” focusing on the representations of life in North America around the time of the
American Revolution.

AMERICAN AND BRITISH ARMIES Online option

181PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES

Artifacts can be small, everyday items, such as tools, coins, or clothing, or much larger items, such as homes or 
vehicles. Archaeologists study artifacts to understand how people lived in different times and places. Although 
artifacts provide evidence that can help historians draw conclusions about the past, they have limitations when used 
as historical sources—it’s often hard to know exactly when and how an artifact was used by people in the past. It is 
important to consider the strengths and limitations of an artifact when using it as historical evidence.

2. SKILL MODEL

Here’s how one student uses the checklist to analyze the 
artifact.

Make observations.
• I notice a red rock with shapes and figures. Some of them 

are hard to see.
• The right side of the rock is clearest. I see a figure with 

four short legs and an oval body that reminds me of 
a turtle.

• I see some wavy lines that remind me of water.

Make inferences.
• The turtle and the wavy lines together make me think 

of water. Maybe the people that created this lived 
near water. 

• Maybe they created these etchings to show the things 
that were important to them.

Go beyond. 
• I don’t know what all of the images in this rock art are 

meant to represent.
• I wonder if these people made this rock art to tell a story 

about their world.

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

1. CHECKLIST

Make observations.
	 •  What information is provided

about the object’s maker, date, 
or use?

	 •  How would you describe the
object’s shape, size, color, 
and materials?

	 •  What do you need to know about
the historical context in order to 
analyze this artifact?

Make inferences.
	 •  Who might have used this object

and why?
	 •  What does this object suggest

about the time period in which it 
was created?

Go beyond. 
	 •  What does this object not tell you

about the people or time period?
	 •  What new questions do you have

after analyzing this artifact?

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

3. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Analyzing Artifacts to analyze the Kohta Cactus Petroglyphs. Use a table like the one 
below to record your observations in column 1, your inferences in column 2, and your questions in column 3.
The first row has been completed for you as a model.

Make Observations Make Inferences Go Beyond

I notice an animal that looks 
like a turtle and a wavy line 
that reminds me of a river.

I think these people 
valued water.

I don’t know the purpose of this rock art. 
I wonder if it is meant to tell a story to later 
generations.

 Online option

CHAPTER 18
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Source Tabs
These tabs make it clear if a source is in a narrative 
section, Chapter Inquiry, or both. If the source appears 
in the Chapter Inquiry, you will return to that source 
page when you work through the source set.

Sourcing Information and Background
Knowing who created something, when, and why can 
help you understand and analyze the source.

Skill Question
Practice social studies skills as you answer questions 
about the source.

Reading Skill lessons teach you how to analyze 
sources. These lessons use a source in the 
chapter narrative to model the skill.

READING SKILL LESSONS

Checklist
Each skill lesson includes a checklist with specific 
steps and questions that you will use to analyze that 
type of source.

Skill Model
The skill model provides an example of a source analysis 
using the checklist.

Practice
Each Reading Skill lesson ends with a chance to practice 
the skill using the steps from the checklist.
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CHAPTER INQUIRY

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
How do we know what we know about the past? In many cases, we know about history through the things people leave 
behind: writing, pictures, artifacts, or any number of other common items. But no matter how much is left behind, history is 
still filled with mysteries. Among them are the many theories of how humans moved around the globe. In this Chapter 
Inquiry, you will explore various migration theories and how they have changed over time.

SUPPORTING QUESTIONS
Use the Supporting Questions to prepare for the Chapter Inquiry:
•	 What are the major migration theories?
•	 What advances in technology have led to new evidence about migration?
•	 What evidence have archaeologists discovered about migration over time?
•	 Which people or groups have been involved in the development of migration theories?
As you analyze the source set, gather information to add to your answers.

I COMPELLING QUESTION1

COMPELLING QUESTION
Why have migration theories changed
over time?

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
Track your ideas as you work 
through the source set. Complete 
one row for each source.

Source Title Reason for 
Change Evidence

Archaeological Sites in North and South America map

Construct an Argument: Write a paragraph responding to the Compelling Question. Be sure to
use evidence from two sources that explains why perspectives on migration have changed over time. Include reasoning, 
details, and examples in your explanation.

INQUIRY PROMPT

I SOURCE SET2

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 
IN NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA
Genre: Map
Date: 2023

ORIGIN: A GENETIC HISTORY 
OF THE AMERICAS
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: Jennifer Raff 
Date: 2022 

PAGE 10 PAGE 11

CHAPTER 112

4. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Exploring Evolving Interpretations and annotation instructions to complete the graphic 
organizer for the rest of the source set in this Chapter Inquiry.

4

After evaluating the sources in the source set, prepare to communicate your conclusions about the Compelling Question. 
Use the process below to plan and develop your response to the Inquiry Prompt. 

I COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS

1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS

With a partner, review the Supporting Questions. Refer back to the details in the chapter as needed.

•	 What are the major migration theories?
•	 What advances in technology have led to new evidence about migration?
•	 What evidence have archaeologists discovered about migration over time?
•	 Which people or groups have been involved in the development of migration theories?
Then use your annotations and graphic organizer to discuss the Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt with 
a partner.

2. PLAN 

Plan your paragraph. You may choose to use these sentence starters to write your explanation:

3. RESPOND 

Use your graphic organizer, the answers from your discussion with your peers, and your plan to respond to the 
Inquiry Prompt. An exemplary response meets the following criteria: 

•	 The response demonstrates a thorough understanding of migration theories and why they have changed over time.
•	 The response thoroughly explores how and why perspectives of people have changed over time and demonstrates 

the student’s strong understanding of the factors that influenced these historical interpretations.
•	 The response presents a clear explanation using strong reasoning, effective examples, and significant details.

INQUIRY PROMPT

COMPELLING QUESTION
Why have migration theories changed over time?

Construct an Argument: Write a paragraph responding to the Compelling Question. Be sure to use evidence from
two sources that explains why perspectives on migration have changed over time. Include reasoning, details, and 
examples in your explanation.

•	 Migration theories have changed because . . .
•	 One reason is . . .

•	 One piece of evidence archaeologists found is . . .
•	 According to . . .

CHAPTER 114

004_014_TRV_IL_S_USH1_C01_497694.indd   14 28/08/24   9:28 AM

Each Chapter Inquiry is an opportunity to develop a claim based on evidence and to 
communicate that claim in a variety of ways. You will use a specific set of sources and 
the skills you are learning to complete each inquiry.

CHAPTER INQUIRY

Compelling Question
Each Chapter Inquiry starts with a Compelling 
Question. All the work you do in the inquiry will 
help you craft an evidence-based response to 
this question.

Inquiry Prompt
Your task will vary from chapter to chapter. The 
Inquiry Prompt always appears on the first page 
of the Chapter Inquiry to guide your work.

Source Set
The source set identifies which sources to use for 
your Chapter Inquiry. Remember that some sources 
were also part of the chapter narrative, so use the 
page numbers to locate them.

Communicating Conclusions
After you’ve read and analyzed the inquiry 
sources, you will use the guidance in the 
Communicating Conclusions section to organize 
your response. These three steps will help you:

՘ Review your ideas.
՘ ľrganiφe your ideas into a plan.
՘ Craft your response to the In̻uiry Prompt.

The Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt are 
repeated here for easy reference as you prepare 
your response.
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2. SOURCE

Now it’s time to practice evaluating primary sources with the LETTER TO 
KING FERDINAND AND QUEEN ISABELLA OF SPAIN, the first item in your 
source set. Use the checklist for Evaluating Primary Sources to read and 
analyze the source and fill in your graphic organizer. Then you’ll examine 
a second episode of The Beat showing how the students used the 
checklist to analyze the same source.

1. CHECKLIST HOW DO YOU EVALUATE PRIMARY SOURCES?

  Analyze the source’s relevance as evidence to answer your Compelling Question. 
	 • What do you know about the source’s maker, time period, purpose, and intended audience?
	 • How could this perspective help you answer your Compelling Question?
	 • How useful is this source in answering your Compelling Question?

Analyze the source’s credibility as evidence to answer your Compelling Question.
	 •  Is the evidence in this source supported by evidence in other sources?
	 •  Is there anything about the maker’s perspective, the source’s purpose, or the intended audience that might

impact its credibility?

  Evaluate the source’s strengths and limitations for use in your Compelling Question.
	 •  Strengths: What makes this source a strong fit for your response? Its credibility? Its relevance? Both?
	 •  Limitations: After analyzing this source, what do you still need to know? How can you address any gaps by

adjusting your claim or using additional sources?

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

3
INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL
EVALUATING PRIMARY SOURCESI

Examine the “Evaluating Primary Sources” episode of The Beat to 
understand how one group of students approaches the process of 
evaluating primary sources. Then read the definition and checklist that 
students discuss in the video. 

What does it mean to evaluate primary sources? 
Primary sources are firsthand accounts or original materials of history that 
provide information about the experiences and ideas of people in that time
period. When using a primary source, it is important to identify the source’s
strengths and limitations as evidence to answer your Compelling Question.

Why is it important to evaluate a primary source?
Evaluating the strengths and limitations of a primary source helps you determine how to use the source as evidence 
to answer your Compelling Question. For example, you might find that a source includes some, but not all, evidence
you need to answer your Compelling Question and needs to be paired with another relevant source to support your
argument or explanation. Or, you might find that the perspective represented in the source does not fully address 
your Compelling Question and requires you to adjust your claim or consider other evidence.

PAGE 32

CHAPTER 338

1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS

With a partner, review the Supporting Questions. Refer back to the details in the chapter as needed.

•	 How were Indigenous communities negatively impacted by colonial settlement during the 15th and 16th
centuries?

•	 How did Indigenous communities benefit from colonial settlement during the 15th and 16th centuries?
•	 What strengths and limitations exist in the firsthand accounts of colonial settlement during the 15th and 16th

centuries?
Then use your annotations and graphic organizer to discuss the Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt with 
a partner.

Examine the second episode of The Beat to learn how the students
used the checklist to evaluate “Letter to King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella of Spain.”

4. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Evaluating Primary Sources and annotation instructions to complete the graphic organizer
for the rest of the source set in this Chapter Inquiry.

Here is how Zoe took the conversation with her peers and used it 
to fill out a graphic organizer evaluating the “Letter to King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain”:

Source Strengths Limitations How could I use this source
in my Inquiry Prompt?

Letter to 
King 
Ferdinand 
and Queen 
Isabella of 
Spain

This letter has relevant 
evidence to answer the 
Compelling Question. This 
letter shows how Indigenous 
people on the island of 
Hispana exchanged items 
with Columbus when he first 
arrived in the 15th century. 

The letter only shows 
Columbus’s 
perspective. It also only 
shows an immediate 
impact on Indigenous 
communities, not a 
long-term one. 

I could pair this source with 
evidence from an Indigenous 
perspective. 

3. SKILL MODEL

3

After evaluating the sources in the source set, prepare to communicate your conclusions about the Compelling Question.
Use the process below to plan and develop your response to the Inquiry Prompt.

I COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS

39CHAPTER INQUIRY
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INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL LESSONS
Many Chapter Inquiries include an Inquiry and Research Skill lesson. These lessons 
will improve your ability to work with sources, conduct effective research, and craft 
successful responses.

The Beat
Some skill lessons include The Beat, a video in which 
students practice Inquiry and Research Skills and 
model collaboration.

Checklist
Each Inquiry and Research Skill includes a checklist 
that tells you how to practice the skill. Return to the 
checklist any time you need to use that skill.

Skill Model
Using a source from the source set, the skill model 
provides an example of how you can apply the skill 
to the Chapter Inquiry.

Source
Use the checklist to analyze some or all of your 
sources before returning to the skill lesson.

Practice
You will have opportunities to practice the skill right 
away as you work through the inquiry and develop 
your response.
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Washington Crossing the Delaware 
by Emanuel Leutze, 1851.

1775 1780 1785

The First
Continental
Congress meets
in Philadelphia.

1774

The Second Continental 
Congress begins to serve 
as a national government 
for the colonies.

1775

The Second Continental 
Congress approves the 
Declaration of 
Independence.

1776

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP

What role has civic participation played in significant events?
Citizenship and civics, or the rights of citizens as well as their duties, were an 
important part of the American Revolution. In the Declaration of Independence, the 
Founders argued that the American colonists weren’t being treated as citizens with 
full rights, and that it was their “duty” to overthrow the British government. In what 
ways did Patriots engage in civic participation as they worked toward independence? 
How did the British government oppose the revolutionary actions of the colonists?

ENDURING THEMES

Parliament 
passes the 

Coercive, or 
Intolerable, Acts.

1774

British troops and 
colonial militia members 

fight the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord.

1775

GOVERNMENT

What is political legitimacy, and how is it determined?
During the American Revolution, colonists created a new national government, known 
as the First Continental Congress. As you learn about the American Revolution, 
consider what qualifies as a government. What were the parts and key features of the 
first American government, and what was its reason for existence? Why did Britain 
consider the act of forming a separate government to be an act of treason? How did 
the laws and policies of the British and American governments lead to war?

DIPLOMACY AND CONFLICT

How have the actions of other countries impacted the development of the 
United States?
Before the Patriot leaders declared independence, they extended offers of loyalty and 
peace to the King of England. The First and Second Continental Congresses also took 
diplomatic actions to avoid further armed conflict. How did these early American 
governments try to keep the peace? Which Patriot leaders worked toward ending the 
conflict between the colonies and Britain, and which wanted to encourage the conflict? 
How did the king and British Parliament respond to the various actions of the colonists?

British General 
Cornwallis surrenders 
at Yorktown.

1781
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CHAPTER QUESTION

Why did revolutionaries declare 
independence from Great Britain?

CHAPTER OBJECTIVES
1. Identify the role the Second Continental Congress had 

in shaping the decision to pursue independence from 
Great Britain.

2. Describe the reasons for writing the Declaration of 
Independence and examine its structure.

3. Analyze the significance and consequences of the 
Declaration of Independence.

4. Write two paragraphs on significant language from 
the Declaration of Independence by identifying 
helpful sources.

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Delegates voting on the Declaration 
of Independence, 1776.

“Independence . . . has now become 
absolutely necessary to the well-being 
of the Colonies.”

՗James Bowdoin, in a letter to Mercy ľtis Warren, 
March 23, 1776
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CHAPTER NARRATIVE

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS
What were the goals of the Second Continental Congress?

Primary Source
Olive Branch Petition

Media
Interactive Time Line: Leading up to the
Declaration of Independence

DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
Why was the Declaration of Independence written?

Primary Source
Declaration of Independence

Media
Explainer Video: Social Contract

DECLARING INDEPENDENCE
What was the impact of colonists declaring independence?

Primary Source
Rough Draft of the Declaration of 
Independence (Grievances)

Media
Flipbook: Patriot Women

CHAPTER INQUIRY ROUTINE

1 COMPELLING QUESTION
What word or phrase from the Declaration of Independence is most significant?

2 SOURCE SET
• Declaration of Independence
• Rough Draft of the Declaration of Independence (Preamble)
• Trumbull’s Declaration of Independence
• Declaration
• Letter to John Adams from Abigail Adams

3 INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL
Determining Helpful Sources

4 COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS
Construct an Argument: Write a two-paragraph essay responding to the Compelling Question. In the first paragraph, 
support your claim about which word or phrase in the Declaration of Independence is most significant using 
evidence from at least two sources. In the second paragraph, explain which source in this set was most helpful in 
defending your claim. 
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In 1775, colonial delegates met at the Second Continental 
Congress to address the escalating tensions with the British 
government. Some delegates, like Patrick Henry, pushed for 
full independence from Britain. But in a last attempt at peace, 
the Congress created the Olive Branch Petition. The document 
emphasized the colonists’ loyalty to Britain and also expressed 
their unhappiness with the way they were being governed.
The petition asked King George III to repeal the Tea Act,
the Intolerable Acts, and other laws that had led to “open 
hostilities.” The Congress also voted to create the Continental 
Army. Ultimately, the king refused to read the petition. He 
hired mercenaries from Germany and prepared for war. 

As opposition to Great Britain grew, campaigns sprung up to 
persuade more colonists to support independence. The widely 
read pamphlet Common Sense by Thomas Paine made the 
case for independence in the minds of colonists and colonial 

leaders. In the summer of 1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia proposed to the Second Continental Congress that the 
colonies should unite into a new nation and declare independence. 

Before voting on Lee’s proposal, the Congress established a committee to draft their ideas on independence. The committee 
was made up of five members, including Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson authored their document, 
which became the Declaration of Independence. 

The committee drew from Enlightenment philosophers who had examined the basic purpose of a government. One 
inspiration was Thomas Hobbes, who believed in a social contract in which individuals enter into an agreement where the 
government protects them. John Locke’s ideas on “natural rights” also shaped the document. Other principles in the 
Declaration of Independence, such as the idea of limited government, were inspired by English laws, including the Magna 
Carta and the English Bill of Rights. The Declaration also emphasized that the people have a right to approve how their 
government works, an idea known as consent of the governed.

The Second Continental Congress voted to approve the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, a date now known as 
Independence Day. The signing of the Declaration of Independence officially established the colonies as unified states. The 
Congress named their new country the United States of America. Colonial leaders knew that sending the document to the 
king would likely result in war with one of the most powerful militaries in the world. 

BACKGROUND

• The delegates to the First Continental Congress in 
1774 agreed to meet again in 1775 for a Second 
Continental Congress.

• Many delegates were already on their way to 
Philadelphia for the Second Continental Congress 
when war broke out in Massachusetts on April 19, 
1775.

• This chapter explores what happened at the Second 
Continental Congress and how the delegates’ 
actions shaped what would become the United 
States of America.

CHAPTER SUMMARY
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Benjamin Franklin
a legislative representative of the 
Pennsylvania Colony in 1766

Common Sense
pamphlet written by English-born activist 
Thomas Paine arguing in favor of colonial 
independence from British rule

consent of the governed
right of the people to approve how their 
government works

Continental Army
first standing army of the 13 unified 
colonies

Declaration of Independence
document that declared American 
sovereignty and detailed the reasons the 
colonists were separating from Britain

Enlightenment
European intellectual and philosophical 
movement in the 17th and 18th centuries 
that applied reason and rationality to 
understand and improve society

CHAPTER VOCABULARY
John Adams
Boston lawyer and second president of 
the United States

Olive Branch Petition
letter sent by the Second Continental 
Congress to King George III asking him to 
repeal laws that led to hostilities between 
Britain and the colonies

Patrick Henry
Virginia lawyer who argued that colonists 
should only be taxed by their chosen 
representatives, such as those in the 
colonial assemblies

petition
a formal written request for change, made 
to an authority

Samuel Adams
Massachusetts political leader and key 
member of the Sons of Liberty

Second Continental Congress
the meeting of delegates from the 
colonies after the start of the 
Revolutionary War in which independence 
from Britain was declared

social contract
agreement between individuals in a society 
or between a society and its leaders that 
defines the rights and duties of each

Enlightenment scientist Isaac Newton.

Hessian
a German soldier for hire during the 
American Revolution

independence
freedom to govern oneself

Independence Day
July 4, 1776, the day the Second 
Continental Congress approved the 
Declaration of Independence

John Hancock
political leader from Massachusetts who 
expressed anti-British sentiment; the first 
signer of the U.S. Declaration of 
Independence

John Locke
English philosopher who argued people 
have the right to revolt if a government 
breaks the social contract and fails to 
protect their natural rights

King George III
king of Great Britain from 1760 to 1820

limited government
type of government less restrictive of 
individual liberties or freedoms

Magna Carta
English law from 1215 that presented the 
idea that the king was not above the law

natural right
a right that cannot be taken away by the 
government

Portrait of John Adams.

Thomas Jefferson
delegate from Virginia who drafted the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
third president of the United States

Thomas Paine
English-born activist who wrote Common 
Sense

Social contract theory originated thousands of 
years ago.
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PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SOURCES

 Online option

Follow your teacher’s directions for completing this activity.

. . . your Majesty will find your faithful subjects on this 
continent ready and willing at all times, as they ever 
have been, with their lives and fortunes, to assert and 
maintain the rights and interests of your Majesty, and of 
our Mother country. . . .

We, therefore, beseech your Majesty, that your royal 
authority and influence may be graciously interposed to 

procure us relief from our afflicting fears and jealousies . . . 
and that, in the mean time, measures may be taken for 
preventing the further destruction of the lives of your 
Majesty՟s subjectsն and that such statutes as more 
immediately distress any of your Majesty՟s colonies may 
be repealed.

 Online option

HISTORICAL READING SKILL I Analyzing Primary Sources
What was the desired outcome of the Olive Branch Petition?

A. to avoid war   C. to unify the colonies
B. to pay taxes  D. to win independence

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Document I Authors: Members of the Second Continental Congress I Date: 1775

BACKGROUND
In 1775, delegates at the Second Continental Congress wrote a petition to King George III that 
became known as the Olive Branch Petition. The petition expresses loyalty to the king and asks 
him to use his royal authority to end the tension between the colonists and Great Britain without 
further violence.

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DECLARING INDEPENDENCE INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
OLIVE BRANCH PETITION Section Question: What were the 

goals of the Second Continental 
Congress?

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Document
Author: Thomas Jefferson
Date: 1776

BACKGROUND
Thomas Jefferson was the primary author of the Declaration of Independence. The document 
declares the colonies’ independence from Great Britain. Jefferson wrote the first draft and 
submitted it to Congress. The Committee of Five and Congress then made revisions before 
adopting and signing the document. 

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DECLARING INDEPENDENCE INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE Close Reading: Identify words, phrases, 

or sentences that stand out as the most 
significant, and explain why you think 
they are the most significant ones in 
the document.
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The Committee of Five divided the Declaration of Independence into three sections: the preamble, 
the grievances, and the formal declaration of independence. Each served a different purpose in 
explaining the colonies’ separation from Britain.

The full text of the Declaration of Independence appears here and in the chapter narrative in your digital 
account. Focus on the Preamble (the first four paragraphs) as you complete the Chapter Inquiry.

In Congress, July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States 
of America, When in the Course of human events, it 
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with 
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which the Laws of 
Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel them to the 
separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.՗That to 
secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, ՗That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles 
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long 
established should not be changed for light and 
transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath 
shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But 
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same ľbject evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is 
their duty, to throw off such Government, and to 
provide new Guards for their future security.

Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their former Systems of 
Government. The history of the present King of Great 
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, 
all having in direct object the establishment of an 
absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let 
Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most 
wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of 
immediate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation till his Assent should be 
obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly 
neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the 
accommodation of large districts of people, unless 
those people would relinquish the right of 
Representation in the Legislature,1 a right inestimable 
to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places 
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 
depository of their public Records, for the sole 
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 
measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, 
for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on 
the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such 
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby 
the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, 
have returned to the People at large for their 
exercise; the State remaining in the mean time 
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, 
and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of 
these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws 
for Naturalization of Foreigners;2 refusing to pass 
others to encourage their migrations hither, and 
raising the conditions of new Appropriations of 
Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by 
refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary 
powers.3

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for 
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 
payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent 
hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and 
eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing 
Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.
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He has affected to render the Military independent 
of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a 
jurisdiction4 foreign to our constitution, and 
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to 
their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops 
among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from 
punishment for any Murders which they should 
commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of 
Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for 
pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a 
neighbouring Province, establishing therein an 
Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries 
so as to render it at once an example and fit 
instrument for introducing the same absolute rule 
into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most 
valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms 
of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring 
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in 
all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us 
out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, 
burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 
people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign 
Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, 
desolation and tyranny, already begun with 
circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely 
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally 
unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive 
on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, 
to become the executioners of their friends and 
Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections5 amongst us, 
and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of 
our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages,6 whose 
known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished 
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned 
for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated 
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. 
A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a 
free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of 
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the 
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. 
We have appealed to their native justice and 
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of 
our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, 
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and 
correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice 
of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, 
acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our 
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of 
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States 
of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing 
to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of 
our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the 
good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right 
ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are 
Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and 
that all political connection between them and the State 
of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and 
that as Free and Independent States, they have full 
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, 
establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things 
which Independent States may of right do. And for the 
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to 
each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

1Representation in the Legislature: the right of citizens to elect members to the lawmaking body of their state or nation
2Naturalization of Foreigners: the process by which a foreign citizen becomes a citizen of a new country
3Judiciary powers: the power of a court to judge cases between parties and pronounce decisions 
4jurisdiction: the authority granted to an entity to make legal decisions and enact justice
5insurrection: a violent uprising; rebellion
6Savages: a term used to insult Indigenous peoples and cultures; considered offensive
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HISTORICAL READING SKILL I Analyzing Primary Sources
Identify the ideals (I) and grievances (G) presented in the Declaration of Independence.

1. The king taxed the colonists without their consent.
2. People have the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
3. A government rules with the consent of the people.
4. The king suspended colonial legislatures.
5. All men are created equal.
6. British soldiers lived in the colonies during times of peace.

 Online option INQUIRY

HISTORICAL READING SKILL I Analyzing Primary Sources
Paraphrase each quote.
1. “. . . they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights . . .”
2. գGovernments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 

governed . . .”
3. “. . . whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the 

People to alter or to abolish it . . .”
4. գThe history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations . . .դ

He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, 
violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the 
persons of a distant people who never offended him, 
captivating & carrying them into slavery in another 
hemisphere or to incur miserable death in their 
transportation thither. This piratical warfare, the 
opprobrium of infidel powers,1 is the warfare of the 
Christian King of Great Britain. Determined to keep 
open a market where Men should be bought ԧ sold, he 
has prostituted his negative2 for suppressing every 

legislative attempt to prohibit or restrain this execrable 
commerce.3 And that this assemblage of horrors might 
want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting 
those very people to rise in arms among us, and to 
purchase that liberty of which he has deprived them, by 
murdering the people on whom he has obtruded them: 
thus paying off former crimes committed against the 
Liberties of one people, with crimes which he urges 
them to commit against the lives of another.

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Document I Author: Thomas Jefferson, ed. Julian Boyd I Date: 1776

BACKGROUND
In 1776, Thomas Jefferson wrote a rough draft of the Declaration of Independence. It was later 
revised by the Committee of Five and Congress before the final version was published. Some of 
Jefferson’s grievances, such as the condemnation of slavery, were not included in the final draft of 
the declaration. The draft is represented here as reconstructed by Julian P. Boyd in 1950.

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DECLARING INDEPENDENCE INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
ROUGH DRAFT OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
(GRIEVANCES)

Section Question: What was the 
impact of colonists declaring 
independence?

1opprobrium of infidel powers: the condemnation of those who adhere to a different religion, in this case Africans
2he has prostituted his negative: The king of Great Britain has abused his veto power.
2execrable commerce: horrible activity of buying and selling (in reference to slavery)

DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE Online option
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SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Document
Author: Thomas Jefferson, ed. Julian Boyd
Date: 1776

BACKGROUND
In 1776, Thomas Jefferson wrote a rough draft of the Declaration of Independence. It was later 
revised by the Committee of Five and Congress before the final version was published. It is 
represented here as reconstructed by Julian P. Boyd in 1950.

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DECLARING INDEPENDENCE INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
ROUGH DRAFT OF THE DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE (PREAMBLE) 

We hold these truths to be sacred & undeniable; that all 
men are created equal & independant, that from that 
equal creation they derive right inherent & inalienable, 
among which are the preservation of life, & liberty, & 
the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these ends, 
governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governedն that 
whenever any form of government shall become 
destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or to abolish it, & to institute new government, 
laying it’s foundation on such principles & organising it’s 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely 
to effect their safety & happiness. prudence indeed 
will dictate that governments long established should 
not be changed for light & transient causes: and 
accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are 
more disposed to suffer while evils are sufferable, than 

to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 
they are accustomed. but when a long train of abuses & 
usurpations, begun at a distinguished period, & 
pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to 
subject them to arbitrary power, it is their right, it is 
their duty, to throw off such government & to provide 
new guards for their future security. such has been the 
patient sufferance of these colonies; & such is now the 
necessity which constrains them to expunge their 
former systems of government. the history of his 
present majesty, is a history of unremitting injuries and 
usurpations, among which no one fact stands single or 
solitary to contradict the uniform tenor of the rest, all of 
which have in direct object the establishment of an 
absolute tyranny over these states. to prove this, let 
facts be submitted to a candid world, for the truth of 
which we pledge a faith yet unsullied by falsehood.

 Online option

HISTORICAL READING SKILL I Analyzing Primary Sources
Read this quotation from the source.

He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in 
the persons of a distant people who never offended him, captivating & carrying them into slavery in 
another hemisphere or to incur miserable death in their transportation thither.

What is the main idea of this quotation?
A. The king has denied enslaved people their rights by encouraging migration from other nations.
B. The king has treated colonists like enslaved people by denying them their rights.
C. The king has denied enslaved people their rights by allowing slavery in the colonies.
D. The king has denied colonists their rights by outlawing slavery in the colonies.

Close Reading: Identify words, phrases, or 
sentences that show the author’s perspective, 
and explain how these words, phrases, or 
sentences differ from the final draft of the 
Declaration that was approved by the Second 
Continental Congress.
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 Online option

HISTORICAL READING SKILL I Analyzing Primary Sources
Match the ̻uote with the correct meaning.
Quotes
1. “all men are created equal & independant”
2. “expunge their former systems of government.”
3. “the truth of which we pledge a faith yet unsullied by falsehood.”

Meaning
A. Old governments should be removed from power.
B. We promise that we are telling the truth.
C. People are free and have the same rights.

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DECLARING INDEPENDENCE INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE
TRUMBULL’S DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Source Analysis: Identify details about 
the image, and draw conclusions 
about what message the artist is 
trying to convey through this image.

HISTORICAL 
READING SKILL  
Analyzing 
Photographs
and Artwork
How does 
Trumbull portray 
the delivery of
the Declaration
of Independence 
in this image?

Online option

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Painting I Artist: John Trumbull I Date: 1818

BACKGROUND
Declaration of Independence was painted by John Trumbull, an American artist known for historical paintings of the 
Revolutionary War. On display in the United States Capitol Rotunda, it is also printed on the back of the two-dollar bill. The 
painting depicts the authors presenting the first draft of the Declaration of Independence to the Second Continental Congress.
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SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Poem
Author: Tracy K. Smith
Date: 2017

BACKGROUND
“Declaration” was written by Tracy K. Smith, the former Poet Laureate of the United States, and 
appeared in her poetry collection Wade in the Water, published in 2018. It is an example of erasure 
poetry, a form of poetry in which the writer takes a well-known text and erases or blacks out parts 
of it. The parts that remain are a new text that provides a different perspective from, and can be 
compared with, the original.

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DECLARING INDEPENDENCE INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE
DECLARATION Close Reading: Identify words, phrases, or 

sentences that stand out in this version, 
and explain how the presentation of the 
Declaration in this form affects the meaning 
of these words.

He has 
              sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people
He has plundered our—
                                             ravaged our—
                                                                   destroyed the lives of our—
taking away our—
                                 abolishing our most valuable—
and altering fundamentally the Forms of our—
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for
Redress in the most humble terms:
                                                                Our repeated 
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.
We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration
and settlement here.
                                    —taken Captive
                                                              on the high Seas
                                                                                     to bear—

 Online option

HISTORICAL READING SKILL I Analyzing Primary Sources
How might this source be helpful in answering the Compelling Question?

A. It gives new examples of oppressions that did not appear in the Declaration. 
B. It simplifies the words in the Declaration to make it easier to understand.
C. It provides details to explain why the Declaration was created.
D. It reveals a modern perspective on the Declaration by connecting old ideas in a new way. 
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SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Correspondence
Author: Abigail Adams
Date: 1776

BACKGROUND
In 1776, Abigail Adams sent a letter to her husband, John Adams, while he was in Philadelphia at 
the Second Continental Congress. The letter was written on March 31, 1776, but was sent to John 
in early April, about three months before the Declaration of Independence was approved by 
the Congress.

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DECLARING INDEPENDENCE INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
LETTER TO JOHN ADAMS FROM ABIGAIL ADAMS Close Reading: Identify details that reveal 

Abigail Adams’s purpose for writing this 
letter, and explain how these details make 
the source useful in answering the Inquiry 
Question.

I long to hear that you have declared an independancy—and by the way in the new Code of Laws which I suppose 
it will be necessary for you to make I desire you would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and 
favourable to them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the Husbands. 
Remember all Men would be tyrants if they could. If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Laidies we are 
determined to foment a Rebelion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we have no voice, or 
Representation.

 Online option

INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL I Evaluating Primary Sources
Read each quote from Abigail Adams’s letter, and match it with the right she describes.
Quote
1. “Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favourable to them than your ancestors.”
2. “. . . will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we have no voice, or Representation.”
3. “If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Laidies we are determined to foment a Rebelion . . .”

Right
A. Right to Overthrow Government
B. Right to Representation in Government
C. Equal Rights for All
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CHAPTER INQUIRY

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Imagine a favorite song, book, poem, speech, or work of art that is meaningful to you. What about the work makes it 
meaningful? What is one detail—a word, a phrase, an image—that stands out to you every time you think about it? The 
details and decisions that go into creating a work of art or a founding document are significant. In this Chapter Inquiry, 
you will explore the significance of words in the Declaration of Independence. 

SUPPORTING QUESTIONS
Use the Supporting Questions to prepare for the Chapter Inquiry:
՘  How were people not in the room at the signing of the Declaration of Independence able to participate in shaping the 

document?
՘  What parts of the draft were also included in the final version of the Declaration of IndependenceԬ
՘  According to the Declaration of Independence, who should hold power in governmentԬ
As you analyze the source set, gather information to add to your answers.

I COMPELLING QUESTION1

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
Track your ideas as you work 
through the source set. Complete 
one row for each source.

Source Title Point of View How can I use this source to answer 
the Compelling Question?

Declaration of Independence

Construct an Argument: Write a two-paragraph essay responding to the Compelling Question. 
In the first paragraph, support your claim about which word or phrase in the Declaration of Independence is most 
significant using evidence from at least two sources. In the second paragraph, explain which source in this set was most 
helpful in defending your claim. 

INQUIRY PROMPT

COMPELLING QUESTION
What word or phrase from the 
Declaration of Independence is 
most significant?

I SOURCE SET2

DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE 
Genre: Document
Author: Thomas Jefferson
Date: 1776 

ROUGH DRAFT OF THE 
DECLARATION OF 
INSEŴENSENCE ԻŴREAġ@ĖEԼ
Genre: Document
Author: Thomas Jefferson, 
ed. Julian Boyd
Date: 1776  

PAGE 154

PAGE 158

LETTER TO JOHN ADAMS 
FROM ABIGAIL ADAMS
Genre: Correspondence
Author: Abigail Adams
Date: 1776  

PAGE 161

DECLARATION
Genre: Poem
Author: Tracy K. 
Smith 
Date: 2017 

TRUMBULL’S 
DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE
Genre: Painting
Artist: John
Trumbull
Date: 1818 PAGE 159

PAGE 160
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1. CHECKLIST HOW DO YOU DETERMINE WHICH OF THE AVAILABLE SOURCES ARE MOST HELPFUL?

  Identify the point of view represented in each source.
՘ What person or group created this sourceԬ
՘ Why is the creator՟s point of view important to the Compelling ŻuestionԬ
՘ Is there any important point of view missing from this sourceԬ

Consider how each source impacts your answer to the Compelling Question.
՘ What evidence does this source provide to answer the Compelling ŻuestionԬ
՘ How did analyφing this source deepen or change your answer to the Compelling ŻuestionԬ
՘ What are you curious to know more about after analyφing this sourceԬ

  After you have analyzed all of the sources, select the source(s) that are most helpful in building your answer 
to the Compelling Question. 
՘ Which sources provide the strongest evidence to answer the Compelling ŻuestionԬ
՘ How can you pick sources that will help you address more than one point of viewԬ
՘ Which sources will work best together to support your response to the In̻uiry PromptԬ

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

3
INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL
DETERMINING HELPFUL SOURCESI

Examine the “Determining Helpful Sources” episode of The Beat to 
understand how one group of students approaches the process of 
determining helpful sources. Then read the definition and checklist that 
students discuss in the video.

What are helpful sources? 
When engaging in historical inquiries, you use a set of sources to investigate 
a question. Helpful sources provide relevant evidence you can use to answer 
your question. Sometimes, you will identify sufficient evidence that reflects 
a range of perspectives. Other times, you may determine limitations in the 

sources available. This may be a reflection of recorded history, which often does not include certain perspectives. 

Why is it important to determine helpful sources?
Determining if a source is helpful will ensure that you have relevant and sufficient evidence from multiple points of 
view to support your response to an Compelling Question. Two people given the same set of sources might come to 
different conclusions about which sources are most helpful because they might have different responses to the 
Compelling Question.

2. SOURCE

Now it’s time to practice determining helpful sources with 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE and LETTER TO JOHN ADAMS 
FROM ABIGAIL ADAMS, the first and last items 
in your source set. Use the checklist for Determining Helpful 
Sources to read and analyze the sources and fill in 
your graphic organizer. Then you’ll examine a second episode of 
The Beat showing how the students used the checklist to analyze 
the same sources.

PAGE 154 PAGE 161
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1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS

With a partner, review the Supporting Questions. Refer back to the details in the chapter as needed.

• How were people not in the room at the signing of the Declaration of Independence able to participate in 
shaping the document?

• What parts of the draft were also included in the final version of the Declaration of Independence?
• According to the Declaration of Independence, who should hold power in government?
Then use your annotations and graphic organizer to discuss the Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt with 
a partner.

Examine the second episode of The Beat to learn how the students 
used the checklist to analyze Declaration of Independence and 
“Letter to John Adams from Abigail Adams.” 

After she discusses the sources with her peers, Alexia revisits
her graphic organizer to capture which sources are most helpful 
to her inquiry response and why.

Source Title Point of View How can I use this source to answer the 
Compelling Question?

Declaration of 
Independence

Thomas Jefferson (primary author of 
Declaration of Independence)

I could use this source to show that the 
Declaration of Independence was written for 
men and not women, but I want to find out if 
the word men at the time was meant to be 
more general, almost like the word humans.

Letter to John 
Adams from 
Abigail Adams

Abigail Adams (wife of John Adams; 
wrote this a few months before the 
Declaration of Independence was 
signed; asked her husband to 
“Remember the Ladies” when he was 
writing laws for the American people)

I could use this source to show how the 
Declaration of Independence didn’t include 
women in the way Adams hoped it would. I 
wonder if Abigail Adams ended up 
participating in a rebellion about women not 
being represented in the Declaration.

3. SKILL MODEL

4. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Determining Helpful Sources and annotation instructions to complete the graphic organizer 
for the rest of the source set in this Chapter Inquiry.

4

After evaluating the sources in the source set, prepare to communicate your conclusions about the Compelling Question. 
Use the process below to plan and develop your response to the Inquiry Prompt. 

I COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS
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2. PLAN 

Plan for your two-paragraph essay. You may use the following outline to structure your two-paragraph essay:

Paragraph 1
• Include a one- or two-sentence claim answering the Compelling Question.
• Include evidence from Source 1.
• Explain how evidence from Source 1 supports your claim.
• Include evidence from Source 2.
• Explain how evidence from Source 2 supports your claim.

Paragraph 2
• Identify which source was most helpful in defending your claim.
• Write a two- or three-sentence explanation of why.

3. RESPOND 

Use your graphic organizer, the answers from your discussion with your peers, and your plan to respond to the 
Inquiry Prompt. An exemplary response meets the following criteria:  

• The response demonstrates a thorough understanding of significant ideas in the Declaration of Independence.
• The student successfully determines multiple sources that are helpful in supporting a response. The response 

demonstrates thorough understanding of the limitations and weaknesses of each source, multiple points of 
view in the source set, and the sources’ potential uses.

• The response thoroughly analyzes the historical perspectives of multiple people and accurately identifies 
various factors that influenced their points of view.

INQUIRY PROMPT

COMPELLING QUESTION
What word or phrase from the Declaration of Independence is most significant?

Construct an Argument: Write a two-paragraph essay responding to the Compelling Question. In the first paragraph, 
support your claim about which word or phrase in the Declaration of Independence is most significant using 
evidence from at least two sources. In the second paragraph, explain which source in this set was most helpful in 
defending your claim. 
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