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The chapter overview gives you essential information about the chapter. Everything in 
this book also appears in your digital student account, along with the chapter narratives, 
Echoes, and multiple types of media.
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“Suppose all these fitted together? Could 
they be parts of a single, extremely 
primitive skeleton? No such skeleton had 
ever been found—anywhere.”

—Donald Johanson and Maitland Edey, Lucy: 
The Beginnings of Humankind, 1981

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Exploring the
Distant Past1

CHAPTER QUESTION
How do we understand the 
prehistoric world?

CHAPTER OBJECTIVES
1. Describe the roles of historians, archaeologists, 

anthropologists, and geographers in 
understanding history.

2. Explain how early humans interacted with their 
environments.

3. Describe how the Neolithic Revolution changed 
life for humans.

4. Gather evidence from a variety of documents in 
order to support your claims in a class discussion 
about prehistoric cities.

An archaeologist uncovering
an ancient tomb, Minya, Egypt, 2020.

CHAPTER 14

HISTORY AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES I What methods can be used to understand history?

Primary Source
World’s Oldest Pants

Media
Traverse 360: Archaeology
3D Object: Globe

THE PREHISTORIC AGE I How did humans adapt to their environments in the Paleolithic period?

Primary Source
Lucy: The Beginnings of Humankind

Media
Flipbook: Unearthing Lucy
Explainer Video: The Ice Ages

THE NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION I How did the Neolithic Revolution transform human society?

Primary Source
Rock Painting of Neolithic Agriculture

Media
Hotspot: Çatalhöyük Home Interior

1 COMPELLING QUESTION
Did cities improve ancient societies?

2 SOURCE SET
• Ruins of Ur 
• Stone Age Cities

• Ruins of Çatalhöyük 
• Was the Neolithic Revolution Good or Bad?

3 INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL
Gathering Evidence to Develop Claims

4 COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS
Analyze Multiple Perspectives: Participate in a Structured Academic Controversy to explore the Compelling 
Question in a small group. Half the students will be assigned Side A: Cities improved ancient societies. The other 
half will be assigned Side B: Cities did not improve ancient societies. Each side will prepare and present a claim and 
evidence gathered from at least two sources. Then you will come together to discuss how the evidence from 
multiple sources supports each claim. After the discussion, decide which side you agree with. You can also decide 
to take a position in the middle. Individually, you will submit a brief reflection that explains how you used the 
discussion and evidence from multiple sources to develop your claim.

CHAPTER NARRATIVE

CHAPTER INQUIRY ROUTINE

5CHAPTER OVERVIEW
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Chapter Question and Objectives
Refer to these high-level questions and goals when 
you need a reminder of how the sources and inquiry 
fit into the chapter as a whole.

Chapter Contents
Sources in the narrative are listed before sources in 
the inquiry. If a source is used in both the narrative 
and inquiry, it will only appear once in this book.

Chapter Narrative
This chapter-at-a-glance table allows you to make 
connections to the narrative sections and media, 
which are found entirely online.

Chapter Inquiry Routine
Preview the steps you will take to complete the 
Chapter Inquiry. All inquiries include a Compelling 
Question, a source set, and an Inquiry Prompt. Some 
also feature skill lessons and simulations.
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Sources in each chapter are a part of the narrative, Chapter Inquiry, or both. In 
narratives, sources give additional information about the section topics. In Chapter 
Inquiries, the sources form source sets that you will use to complete each inquiry.

SOURCES

HISTORY AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES THE PREHISTORIC AGE THE NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
ROCK PAINTING OF NEOLITHIC AGRICULTURE Section Question: How did the Neolithic 

Revolution transform human society?

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Painting I Creator: Unknown I Date: circa 2000 BCE

BACKGROUND
This rock painting, found in Libya, depicts two human figures, a horse, and a tool likely used for agriculture. This painting, 
one of many in the area, shows both the cultural and agricultural advancements of the Neolithic period: Humans were not 
only revolutionizing food production but also they were creating art that expressed details about their lives.

 Online option

HISTORICAL READING SKILL I Analyzing Images and Artwork
Which of the following details in the painting represent agricultural advancements of the Neolithic period? 
Select the two correct answers.

A. two human figures
B. a horse among human figures
C. a horse that is very large compared to the size of the human figures
D. a human figure riding a horse
E. a farming tool with wheels being pushed by a human figure

11PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES

HISTORICAL READING SKILL 
ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES

Primary sources are firsthand accounts or original materials of history that provide information about the 
experiences and ideas of people in that time period. Primary sources include journals, photographs, newspaper 
articles, letters, government documents, artifacts, music, and artwork. Analyzing a primary source involves making 
connections to information you have learned about the time period, identifying important details about who made 
the source, and assessing when, why, and for whom the source was created.

2. SKILL MODEL

Here’s how one student uses the checklist 
to analyze Hammurabi’s Code.

Make observations.
• This source was written in the Old 

Babylonian Empire.
	 •  It was created between 1755 and 1750 BCE.

Make inferences.
• These laws seem to be explaining the 

consequences for different crimes 
committed in the empire.

	 •  This source suggests Hammurabi was a
strict king because the crimes he lists have 
harsh punishments.

Go beyond. 
• To determine if these laws are fair, I need to

know more about what circumstances were 
like in the Old Babylonian Empire.

	 •  I wonder how crimes were punished before
there were clear laws written out.

√�

√�

√�

1. CHECKLIST

Make observations.
• �What information is provided about the source?

i. the maker
ii. the date of creation
iii. the place of origin
iv.  the intended audience (who it was created for)
v.  the purpose (why it was created)

• �What do you need to know about the historical
context in order to analyze this primary source?

Make inferences.
• �What inferences can you make about any

missing sourcing information?
• �What message is the maker trying to get across

in this source? Is the message stated or implied?
• �How does the maker’s background, the purpose

of the source, and its intended audience impact 
the source’s message?

• �What does this source suggest about the topic
or time period under study?

Go beyond. 
• �What does this source exclude from the topic or
time period under study?

• �What other sources could you consult to infer
missing information about the source?

√

√�

√�

3. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Analyzing Primary Sources to analyze Hammurabi’s Code. Use a table like the one below
to record your observations in column 1, your inferences in column 2, and your questions in column 3. The first 
row has been completed for you as a model.

Make Observations Make Inferences Go Beyond

The source was written around 
1750 BCE.

These laws describe strict 
punishments for crimes.

I wonder what life was like in the
Old Babylonian Empire before 
these laws existed.

 Online option

CHAPTER 226
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Source Tabs
These tabs make it clear if a source is in a narrative 
section, Chapter Inquiry, or both. If the source appears 
in the Chapter Inquiry, you will return to that source 
page when you work through the source set.

Sourcing Information and Background
Knowing who created something, when, and why can 
help you understand and analyze the source.

Skill Question
Practice social studies skills as you answer
questions about the source.

Reading Skill lessons teach you how to analyze 
sources. These lessons use a source in the 
chapter narrative to model the skill.

READING SKILL LESSONS

Checklist
Each skill lesson includes a checklist with specific 
steps and questions that you will use to analyze that 
type of source.

Skill Model
The skill model provides an example of a source analysis 
using the checklist.

Practice
Each Reading Skill lesson ends with a chance to practice 
the skill using the steps from the checklist.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
What area and state do you live in? What about the neighborhood you live in or the school you attend? Think about the 
answers to these questions for yourself and other people who are important to you. All of this and much more make up your 
origin. There is a lot we can learn about a person from their origin. The same can be said about groups of people. Different 
groups of people and different religions have very different backgrounds, origins, and even beliefs about their origins. In this 
Chapter Inquiry, you will explore two different religions and their origin beliefs in order to determine what you can learn about 
these religions from their origin beliefs.

SUPPORTING QUESTIONS
Use the Supporting Questions to prepare for the inquiry:
•	 ǆʎǵͮ ǵ̿ɟ ͮʎɟ Ȼɟˍʡɟɿ͝ ʡ˱  ʡ˱Ɏͽʡ͝˪ ǵ˱Ɏ @ͽɎɎʎʡ͝˪ ǵȻ́ͽͮ ʎ́΢ ͮʎɟ ΢́̿ˍɎ Ȼɟʄǵ˱Ԭ
•	 ǆʎǵͮ ˪ǵ˅ɟ͝  ʡ˱Ɏͽ ǵ˱Ɏ @ͽɎɎʎʡͮ͝ Ȼɟˍʡɟɿ͝ ǵȻ́ͽͮ ʎ́΢ ͮʎɟ ΢́̿ˍɎ Ȼɟʄǵ˱ ͽ˱ʡ̻ͽɟԬ
•	  ́΢ ǵ̿ɟ ͮʎɟ͝ɟ Ȼɟˍʡɟɿ͝ ͝ʡ˪ʡˍǵ̿Ԭ
•	  ́΢ ǵ̿ɟ ͮʎɟ͝ɟ Ȼɟˍʡɟɿ͝ Ɏʡɿɿɟ̿ɟ˱ͮԬ
As you analyze the source set, gather information to add to your answers.

I COMPELLING QUESTION1

CHAPTER INQUIRY
COMPELLING QUESTION
ǆʎǵͮ ɂǵ˱ ΢ɟ ˍɟǵ̿˱ ǵȻ́ͽͮ  ʡ˱Ɏͽ ́̿
@ͽɎɎʎʡͮ͝ ́͝ɂʡɟͮʡɟ͝ ɿ̿́˪ ͮʎɟʡ̿ Ȼɟˍʡɟɿ͝
about how the world began?

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
Track your ideas as you work 
through the source set. Complete 
one row for each source.

Construct an Argument: Write a paragraph responding to the Compelling Question. In your 
̵ǵ̿ǵʄ̿ǵ̵ʎհ ͽ͝ɟ ɟΫǵ˪̵ˍɟ͝ ǵ˱Ɏ Ɏɟͮǵʡˍ͝ ɿ̿́˪˪ͽˍͮʡ̵ˍɟ ́͝ͽ̿ɂɟ͝ ǵ͝ ɟΞʡɎɟ˱ɂɟձ @ɟ ͝ͽ̿ɟ ͮ́ ɟΫ̵ˍǵʡ˱ ΰ́ͽ̿ ̿ɟǵ́͝˱ʡ˱ʄ ́ɿ ʎ́΢ ͮʎ́͝ɟ Ɏɟͮǵʡˍ͝
ʎɟˍ̵ ɟΫ̵ˍǵʡ˱ ΰ́ͽ̿ ǵ˱͝΢ɟ ձ̿ @ɟɿ́̿ɟ ΰ́ͽ ͮͽ̿˱ ʡ˱ ΰ́ͽ̿ ̵ǵ̿ǵʄ̿ǵ̵ʎհ ɂʎɟɂ˅ ɿ́̿ ͮ̿͝ɟ˱ʄͮʎ͝ ǵ˱Ɏ ΢ɟǵ˅˱ɟ͝͝ɟ͝ ʡ˱ ΰ́ͽ̿ ɟΫ̵ˍǵ˱ǵͮʡ́˱͝ձ

INQUIRY PROMPT

I SOURCE SET2

THE HYMNS OF THE RIGVEDA
Genre: @́́˅ ^Ϋɂɟ̵̿ͮ
Author: Unknown
Բͮ̿ǵ˱͝ˍǵͮɟɎ by żǵˍ̵ʎ Ɨձ  ձ �̿ʡɿɿʡͮʎԳ
Date: ԆԋԅԅՕԆԇԅԅ BCE

HINDU CREATION STORIES
Genre: Article
Creator: Traverse
Date: ԇԅԇԇ

“WHY THE WORLD, WHY THE UNIVERSE?” 
A BUDDHIST PERSPECTIVE
Genre: ^͝͝ǵΰ
Author: Paul van der Velde
Date: ԇԅԆԍ

THE PHILOSOPHY OF DEPENDENT 
ORIGINATION
Genre: Article
Creator: Traverse
Date: ԇԅԇԇ

PAGE 51 PAGE 53

PAGE 52 PAGE 54

Source Title What Does This Tell Us About 
Hindu/Buddhist Ideals Evidence

The Hymns of the Rigveda

55CHAPTER INQUIRY

1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS

With your partner, review the Supporting Questions. Refer back to the details in the chapter as needed.

• What are the beliefs in Hinduism and Buddhism about how the world began?
• What makes Hindu and Buddhist beliefs about how the world began unique?
• How are these beliefs similar?
• How are these beliefs different?
Then use your annotations and graphic organizer to discuss the Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt with a 
partner.

2. PLAN

Plan for your paragraph responding to the Compelling Question.

3. RESPOND

Use your graphic organizer, the answers from your discussion with your peers, and your plan to respond to the 
Inquiry Prompt. An exemplary response meets the following criteria:

• The response demonstrates a thorough understanding of Hindu and Buddhist beliefs and origin stories.
• The response presents a clear explanation using strong reasoning, effective examples, and significant details.
• The response includes relevant evidence gathered from multiple sources. Evidence is used effectively to develop a 

strong, persuasive claim.

After evaluating the sources in the source set, prepare to communicate your conclusions about the Compelling Question. 
Use the process below to plan and develop your response to the Inquiry Prompt.

I COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS43

INQUIRY PROMPT

COMPELLING QUESTION
What can we learn about Hindu or Buddhist societies from their beliefs about how 
the world began?

Construct an Argument: Write a paragraph responding to the Compelling Question. In your paragraph, use examples 
and details from multiple sources as evidence. Be sure to explain your reasoning of how those details help explain 
your answer. Before you turn in your paragraph, check for strengths and weaknesses in your explanations.

CHAPTER 356
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Each Chapter Inquiry is an opportunity to develop a claim based on evidence and to 
communicate that claim in a variety of ways. You will use a specific set of sources and 
the skills you are learning to complete each inquiry.

CHAPTER INQUIRY

Compelling Question
Each Chapter Inquiry starts with a Compelling 
Question. All the work you do in the inquiry will 
help you craft an evidence-based response to 
this question.

Inquiry Prompt
Your task will vary from chapter to chapter. The 
Inquiry Prompt always appears on the first page 
of the Chapter Inquiry to guide your work.

Source Set
The source set identifies which sources to use for 
your Chapter Inquiry. Remember that some sources 
were also part of the chapter narrative, so use the 
page numbers to locate them.

Communicating Conclusions
After you’ve read and analyzed the inquiry 
sources, you will use the guidance in the 
Communicating Conclusions section to organize 
your response. These three steps will help you:
• Review your ideas.
• Organize your ideas into a plan.
• Craft your response to the Inquiry Prompt.

The Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt are 
repeated here for easy reference as you prepare 
your response.
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2. SOURCE

Now it’s time to practice evaluating primary sources with CUNEIFORM 
TABLET: CARAVAN ACCOUNT, the second item in your source set. Use 
the checklist for Evaluating Primary Sources to evaluate the source and 
fill in your graphic organizer. Then you’ll examine a second episode of 
The Beat showing how the students used the checklist to evaluate the 
same source.

1. CHECKLIST HOW DO YOU EVALUATE PRIMARY SOURCES?

  Analyze the source’s relevance as evidence to answer your Compelling Question:
	 • What do you know about the source’s maker, time period, purpose, intended audience, and perspective?
	 • How useful is this source in answering your Compelling Question?

Analyze the source’s credibility as evidence to answer your Compelling Question:
	 • Is the evidence in this source supported by evidence in other sources?
	 •  Is there anything about the maker’s perspective, the source’s purpose, or the intended audience that might

impact its credibility?

  Evaluate the source’s strengths and limitations for use in your Inquiry Response:
	 •  Strengths: What makes this source a strong fit for your Inquiry Response? Its credibility? Its relevance? Both?
	 •  Limitations: After analyzing this source, what do you still need to know? How can you address any gaps by

adjusting your claim or using additional sources?

√

√

√

3
INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL
EVALUATING PRIMARY SOURCESI

PAGE 31

Examine the “Evaluating Primary Sources” episode of The Beat to 
understand how one group of students approaches the process of 
evaluating primary sources. Then read the definition and checklist that 
students discuss in the video.

What does it mean to evaluate primary sources?
Primary sources are firsthand accounts or original materials of history that 
provide information about the experiences and ideas of people in that time
period. When using a primary source, it is important to identify the source’s
strengths and limitations as evidence to answer your Compelling Question.

Why is it important to evaluate a primary source?
Evaluating the strengths and limitations of a primary source helps you determine how to use the source as evidence 
to answer your Compelling Question. For example, you might find that a source includes some, but not all, evidence
you need to answer your Compelling Question and needs to be paired with another relevant source to support your
argument or explanation. Or you might find that the perspective represented in the source does not fully address 
your Compelling Question and requires you to adjust your claim or consider other evidence.

37CHAPTER INQUIRY

1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS

With your partner, review the Supporting Questions. Refer back to the details in the chapter as needed.

• What are some features that are necessary for a civilization’s survival?
• How do these features help a civilization survive?
Then use your annotations and graphic organizer to discuss the Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt with a partner.

2. PLAN

Plan for your paragraph by determining your argument in response to the Compelling Question and choosing 
quotes or details from one source. You may use this checklist to construct your argument.

1. Review the sources to decide which is the most important feature of a civilization.
2. Select quotes and details from a source that could serve as evidence to support your claim.
3. Consider how this evidence supports your position.
4. Write a paragraph in which you answer the Compelling Question and explain how the evidence from the source 

supports your claim about which feature of civilization is most important.

Examine the second episode of The Beat to learn how the students used 
the checklist to evaluate the primary source “Cuneiform Tablet: Caravan 
Account.”

4. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Evaluating Primary Sources to complete the graphic organizer for the rest of the source set 
in this Chapter Inquiry.

Here is how one student took the conversation with their peers 
and used it to fill out a graphic organizer evaluating the source 
“Cuneiform Tablet: Caravan Account.”

Source Strengths Limitations How Could I Use This Source?

Cuneiform 
Tablet: 
Caravan 
Account

This source shows what 
writing looked like in 
Mesopotamia and also 
gives an example of what 
writing was used for. This 
was used to tell about a 
trading journey. 

This does not give us 
information about who 
could read and write in 
this civilization or how 
useful writing was to 
most people.

I could use this source to 
support the idea that writing 
is an important factor for a 
civilization. This example 
shows how writing allowed 
people to record their 
histories.

3. SKILL MODEL

After evaluating the sources in the source set, prepare to communicate your conclusions about the Compelling Question. 
Use the process below to plan and develop your response to the Inquiry Prompt.

I COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS44

CHAPTER 238
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INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL LESSONS
Many Chapter Inquiries include an Inquiry and Research Skill lesson. These lessons 
will improve your ability to work with sources, conduct effective research, and craft 
successful responses.

The Beat
Some skill lessons include The Beat, a video in which 
students practice Inquiry and Research Skills and 
model collaboration.

Checklist
Each Inquiry and Research Skill includes a checklist 
that tells you how to practice the skill. Return to the 
checklist any time you need to use that skill.

Skill Model
Using a source from the source set, the skill model 
provides an example of how you can apply the skill 
to the Chapter Inquiry.

Source
Use the checklist to analyze some or all of your 
sources before returning to the skill lesson.

Practice
You will have opportunities to practice the skill right 
away as you work through the inquiry and develop 
your response.
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ECONOMICS AROUND THE WORLD
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Empires stretched their influence in the 19th and early 20th centuries to the far 
reaches of the world. Many colonies seeking self-governance struggled to break 
free of the economic dependence on markets and trading opportunities that imperial 
rule created. Consider how leaders of nations around the world weighed the 
various economic uncertainties that independence would bring. How did different 
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ongoing challenges to economic stability and growth? 

DIPLOMACY AND CONFLICT

How do times of diplomacy and conflict differ, depending on perspective?
In an era of rising nationalism and imperialism, relationships between nations were 
called into question. Arrangements made for the expansion of empires could enact a 
heavy toll on subjects. The emergence of coalitions began before World War I, and 
complex military alliances soon escalated the brutal fighting across the globe. Pay 
attention to how relationships between nations were impacted by war, trade, and 
imperialism. In what ways did outcomes of the First World War change the 
relationships between nations?
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CHANGE

How can powerful ideas change a nation’s identity and history?
In the 19th and 20th centuries, many nations around the world faced the 
consequences of modernization and the widening influence of the West. As countries 
forged diplomatic arrangements for trade and mutual security, ideas of democracy 
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about government and industry influenced the Americas, Africa, Asia, and the Middle 
East. Which ideas proved influential during this era? How did different cultures 
interact with popular ideas and global trends? 
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2. Describe the characteristics and main events of World 
ǆar Iհ inɂluding the role of teɂhnology.

3. �ssess the intentionsհ suɂɂessesհ and failures of the 
Paris Peace Conference.

4. Explain the changes that came to Russia as a result of 
the Russian Revolution.

5. Partiɂipate in a Soɂratiɂ Seminar aȻout why historiɂal 
accounts of the Russian Revolution differ by analyzing 
historical perspectives and evaluating primary sources.
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By the early ԇ0th ɂenturyհ ^urope had Ȼeɂome ɂonsumed 
Ȼy imperial and eɂonomiɂ rivalry and a growing sense of 
militarism. In this atmosphere of tensionհ nations formed 
alliance systems for mutual protection against competing 
nations. �ormed for seɂurityհ these allianɂes inɂreased the 
likelihood that regional conflicts could escalate into large-scale 
war. In the Bal˅ansհ fierɂe nationalism inspired Ȼy Pan-Slavism 
and hostility Ȼetween Russia and �ustriaՈ ungary ɂreated a 
situation so tense it was ɂalled the գBal˅an powder ˅eg.դ Ɨhe 
situation eΫploded in 1914հ when SerȻian Gavrilo Princip
assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand. Austria-Hungary 
deɂlared war on SerȻiaհ triggering a series of allianɂes that 
mobilized nations across Europe. Soon the Central powers and 
the Allied powers were at war.

Ɨhe Ȼrutal fighting in the �reat ǆarհ later ɂalled World War Iհ 
was ɂharaɂterized Ȼy new wartime teɂhnologies and trench 
warfare. The conflict lasted four years. Most of the fighting 
too˅ plaɂe in ^uropeհ Ȼut the war Ȼeɂame a gloȻal ɂonfliɂtհ 
with fighting around the world. Ɨhe ƣnited States first 
remained neutral Ȼut entered the war after �ermany san˅ the 

Lusitania and three �meriɂan ships. � proposed ġeΫiɂanՈ�erman allianɂe was also instrumental in the deɂision of the ƣ.S. 
to enter the war. Ɨhe ƣnited States՟ entry Ȼoosted �llied morale and helped seɂure viɂtoryհ and on NovemȻer 11հ 1918հ the 
armistice estaȻlished a truɂe. Creating a framewor˅ for lasting peaɂe would Ȼe diffiɂult. �meriɂan president ǆoodrow 
Wilson’s Fourteen Points plan proposed the idea for a League of Nations and focused on self-determinationհ an inspiring 
ɂonɂept for ɂolonial independenɂe movements Ȼut an open question for ^urope՟s imperialist goals.

In ćanuary 1919հ 30 nations attended the Paris Peace Conference at ǃersailles. Sisputes over how to treat �ermany made 
agreements difficult to reach. The eventual Treaty of Versailles placed all the blame on Germany and forced the Germans 
to pay reparations. A mandate system divided �ermany՟s former territories among the �llies. Ɨhe war and its aftermath 
reshaped gloȻal politiɂs. ^uropean resourɂes were drainedհ and the ƣnited States gained power. ^mpires ɂollapsed and 
ɂountries reeled from mass ɂasualtiesհ ɂaused also Ȼy the 1918 influenza pandemic. The devastation challenged the 
previously optimistiɂ view of ^uropean soɂietyհ and in some areas of ^uropeհ resentment grew.

In Russia Ȼefore the warհ the peasants and the wor˅ing ɂlass reȻelledհ and though Tsar Nicholas II established the Duma to 
support themհ he later dissolved it for fear of losing power. Grigori Rasputin’s influenɂe on the royal family only worsened the 
public’s mistrust. In 1917հ with the �reat ǆar ongoingհ the tsarist government ɂollapsed. Alexander Kerensky led a provisional 
government while two soɂialist revolutionary groups vied for powerմ the ġarΫist Bolsheviksհ or sovietsհ and the more 
moderate Mensheviks. In 1918հ the Bolshevi˅sհ led Ȼy Vladimir Lenin, ɂlaimed power and signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovskհ
leaving the war. �ided Ȼy Leon Trotsky’s military leadership and the Cheka, the Bolsheviks had total control of Russia by 
19ԇ1. � year laterհ Ėenin՟s new Communist Party estaȻlished the ƣnion of Soviet Soɂialist RepuȻliɂsհ or ƣSSR.

BACKGROUND

• In the seɂond half of the 19th ɂenturyհ maʽor 
political changes strained the Concert of 
Europe—a series of diplomatic agreements to 
maintain peaɂe and a Ȼalanɂe of power after the 
fall of Napoleon. Italy and Germany unified after 
nationalist wars and spurred senses of nationalism 
in the region.

• ^uropean powers Ȼegan to push for ɂontrol of 
ɂolonies in �friɂaհ �siaհ and the ġiddle ^astհ 
whiɂh led to inɂreasing tensions among nations.

• Ɨhese imperialist and nationalist tensions would 
ɂontinue to Ȼuild until 1914հ when ɂonfliɂt in the 
Bal˅ans would result in ǆorld ǆar Iհ ending the 
Concert of Europe and forever changing the face 
of European politics.
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CHAPTER 25404



1918 influenza pandemic
worldwide outȻrea˅ of the influenza virus 
that began in the last year of World War I

Alexander Kerensky
Russian revolutionary who led the 
provisional government after Tsar 
Nicholas II abdicated the throne

alliance system
19thՈɂentury attempt Ȼy ^uropean heads 
of state to partner with one another to 
ensure peace

Allied powers (World War I)
a military group ɂomprising Britainհ 
�ranɂeհ Russiaհ Belgiumհ �reeɂeհ ćapanհ 
and Portugal

CHAPTER VOCABULARY
Cheka
a Soviet police force formed to suppress 
anti-Bolshevik activity

David Lloyd George
British prime minister who served in the late 
stages of ǆorld ǆar Iհ from 1916 to 19ԇԇ

Duma
the Russian legislative assembly that met 
until 1917

Fourteen Points
a speech to the U.S. Congress by 
President ǆoodrow ǆilson that outlined 
conditions for peace after World War I

Franz Ferdinand
presumed successor to the emperor of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire; 
assassinated by Serbian nationalist 
�avrilo Prinɂip in 1914

Gavrilo Princip
SerȻian nationalist who assassinated 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo

Georges Clemenceau
�renɂh diplomat whose negotiations at 
the Paris Peace Conference led to the 
Treaty of Versailles

Grigori Rasputin
a Russian Orthodox mystic and self-
styled holy man who advised Ɨsarina 
Alexandra during World War I

League of Nations
an intergovernmental organization 
estaȻlished after ǆorld ǆar I whose 
prinɂipal goal was to maintain 
world peaɂe

Leon Trotsky
Soviet military leaderհ aɂtivistհ and 
revolutionary who planned the OɂtoȻer 
Revolution and organized the Red Guard

Lusitania
a British passenger ship sunk by German 
ƣՈȻoats in ġay 1915

mandate system
the division of German-controlled 
territories among Allied nations in the 
aftermath of World War I

Menshevik
a member of the Marxist party that 
favored gradual and moderate reforms of 
Russia’s political system during the 
revolution

militarism
an enthusiasm for the military as 
evidenced by an increase in military 
spendingհ the growth of military forɂes 
and equipmentհ and the military՟s 
influence on domestic policies

Franz Ferdinand.

Armenian Genocide
the mass killing of Armenian people living 
in the Ottoman Empire by the Young Turk 
dictatorship during World War I

armistice
an agreement Ȼetween opposing forɂes 
to cease fighting

Bolshevik
a member of the radical Marxist party led 
by Vladimir Lenin; used violent uprising to 
overthrow the Russian government

Central powers
a military group ɂomprising �ermanyհ 
�ustriaՈ ungaryհ the Ottoman ^mpireհ 
and Bulgaria Ɨhe first meeting of the Ėeague of Nationsհ 19ԇ0.

New Economic Policy
a system installed in Soviet Russia by 
Ėenin that ɂomȻined soɂialist wealth 
redistriȻution with stateՈɂontrolled 
free-market capitalism

Pan-Slavism
a 19thՈɂentury movement that sought to 
unite Eastern Europe’s Slavic people in 
pursuit of common cultural and political 
objectives

Paris Peace Conference
the meeting to negotiate the peace 
terms at the end of World War I; held at 
ǃersailles from early 1919 until early 19ԇ0

ƣ.S. troops marɂhing in New Ǔor˅հ 1917.
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propaganda
biased information used to promote a 
partiɂular point of view or manipulate 
public opinion; often transmitted by 
government authorities and the press

Schlieffen Plan
a �erman war strategy for the rapid 
defeat of France; developed in the 
lead-up to World War I

self-determination
the belief that nations should determine 
and set their own laws and ɂontrol their 
relations with other nations

soviet
a politiɂal ɂounɂil of wor˅ers responsiȻle 
for governing in the Soviet Union

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
1918 agreement Ȼetween Russia and 
Germany that ended Russian participation 
in World War I

Treaty of Versailles
formal agreement that established peace 
with �ermany following ǆorld ǆar Iն 
signed Ȼy �ermanyհ the ƣnited Čingdomհ 
�ranɂeհ and Italy on ćune ԇ8հ 1919

trench warfare
a situation in whiɂh armies launɂh attaɂ˅s 
from deepհ proteɂtive ditɂhesն ɂommon 
during World War I

Tsar Nicholas II
the last emperor of Russia; killed after the 
October Revolution

Tsarina Alexandra
the wife of Ɨsar Niɂholas IIն ˅illed during 
the Russian Revolution along with her 
husband and children

Vladimir Lenin
the founder of the Russian Communist 
party who led the ɂountry after the 
Bolshevik revolution

World War I
also ˅nown as the �reat ǆarն a gloȻal 
ɂonfliɂt waged Ȼetween 1914 and 1918

ǃladimir Ėeninհ Russian ɂommunist leaderհ giving a speeɂh in 1919.
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WORLD WAR I BEGINS FIGHTING THE GREAT WAR END OF THE WAR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
ARCHDUKE OF SARAJEVO: THE ROMANCE AND 
TRAGEDY OF FRANZ FERDINAND OF AUSTRIA

 Online option

�ollow your teaɂher՟s direɂtions for ɂompleting this aɂtivity.

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: Gordon Brook-Shepherd
Date: 1914

BACKGROUND
In his Ȼoo˅ on �rɂhdu˅e �ranz �erdinandհ Ȼiographer �ordon Broo˅ՈShepherd quotes this firstՈ
person aɂɂount Ȼy Count �ranz von  arraɂh of the assassination of the arɂhdu˅e and his wifeհ 
Sophie.  arraɂh was an offiɂer in the �ustrian army. Ɨhe assassination too˅ plaɂe in the ɂity of 
Saraʽevoհ Bosniaհ and is generally regarded as the initial ɂatalyst leading to the outȻrea˅ of
World War I. 

Section Question:  ow did ɂonditions in 
Europe contribute to the outbreak of 
ǆorld ǆar IԬ

�s the ɂar quiɂ˅ly reversedհ a thin stream of Ȼlood 
spurted from His Highness’s mouth onto my right cheek. 
�s I was pulling out my hand˅erɂhief to wipe the Ȼlood 
away from his mouthհ the Suɂhess ɂried out to himհ գIn 
 eaven՟s nameհ what has happened to youԬդ �nd at that 
she slid off the seat and lay on the floor of the ɂarհ with 
her faɂe Ȼetween his ˅nees.

I had no idea that she too was hit and thought she had 
simply fainted with fright. Ɨhen I heard  is Imperial 
 ighness sayհ գSopherlհ Sopherlհ1 don’t die. Stay alive for 

the ɂhildrenԨդ �t thatհ I seized the �rɂhdu˅e Ȼy the ɂollar 
of his uniformհ to stop his head dropping forward and 
as˅ed him if he was in great pain.  e answered me quite 
distinɂtlyհ գIt is nothingԨդ

 is faɂe Ȼegan to twist somewhat Ȼut he went on 
repeatingհ siΫ or seven timesհ ever more faintly as he 
gradually lost ɂonsɂiousnessհ գIt՟s nothingԨդ Ɨhenհ after 
a short pauseհ there was a violent ɂho˅ing sound 
ɂaused Ȼy the Ȼleeding. It stopped as we reaɂhed 
the Čona˅.2

1Sopherl: a variation of the name Sophie
2Konak: the residence of Franz Ferdinand’s family in Sarajevo 

 Online option

 ISƗORIC�Ė R^�SIN� SČIĖĖ I Analyzing Primary Sources
ǆhiɂh of the following messages was Count �ranz von  arraɂh trying to ɂonvey in his aɂɂount of 
the assassinationԬ

A. Sophie՟s immediate thoughts were for the safety and welfare of her ɂhildren. 
B. Sophie was in shoɂ˅ and fainted after seeing her husȻand shot. 
C. Ɨhe arɂhdu˅e was Ȼrave and selfless in his last moments of life.
D. Ɨhe arɂhdu˅e held Sophie in his arms until they reaɂhed the Čona˅.

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SOURCES

 Online option

�ollow your teaɂher՟s direɂtions for ɂompleting this aɂtivity.

 Online option

�ollow your teaɂher՟s direɂtions for ɂompleting this aɂtivity.

Please be advised that the following source contains graphic descriptions of violence.
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HISTORICAL READING SKILL 
ANALYZING PROPAGANDA

You just learned about the tactics and technology employed during World War I. You are about to analyze 
British propaganda from ǆorld ǆar I used to maintain support for the war. 
People in power ɂreate propaganda to persuade an audienɂe to thin˅ or do things that advanɂe the goals of a 
partiɂular person or groupհ suɂh as the governmentհ a ɂompanyհ or a leader. Propaganda ɂan Ȼe shared 
through postersհ leafletsհ advertisementsհ televisionհ radioհ filmհ or digital media.  istorians study propaganda 
to understand and draw ɂonɂlusions aȻout how people՟s ideas and opinions were influenɂed during a partiɂular 
time period. 

WORLD WAR I BEGINS FIGHTING THE GREAT WAR END OF THE WAR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE WITH HISTORICAL READING SKILL
REMEMBER BELGIUM—ENLIST TO-DAY

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Poster
Artist: ƣn˅nown
Date: 1915

BACKGROUND
Ɨhis ǆorld ǆar I propaganda poster was 
published by the Parliamentary Recruiting 
Committee in �reat Britain in 1915. Ɨhe British 
government used the poster to persuade 
volunteers to enlist in the British army by 
depicting atrocities committed by the Germans 
during their 1914 invasion of Belgium. 

Section Question: What factors shaped
the events of ǆorld ǆar IԬ 

CHAPTER 25408



1. CHECKLIST

Make observations.
• ǆhat information is provided aȻout the propagandaհ suɂh as the propagandist who made itհ its dateհ 

or its intended audienɂeԬ
• ǆhat do you need to ˅now aȻout the historiɂal ɂonteΫt in order to analyze this propagandaԬ
• ǆhat teɂhniques did the propagandist useհ suɂh as slogansհ oversimplifiɂationsհ appeals to emotionsհ 

appeals to personal or universal valuesհ attaɂ˅s on opponentsհ or eΫaggerationԬ

Make inferences.
• ǆhat was the propagandist trying to persuade people to thin˅ or doԬ  ow might this propaganda have 

Ȼeen used as a tool for manipulationԬ
•  ow might the ɂonteΫt or ɂirɂumstanɂes surrounding the ɂreation of this propaganda impaɂt its 

messageհ purposeհ or trustworthinessԬ
• ǆhat does this pieɂe of propaganda tell you aȻout the ideas and opinions of people at the timeԬ

Go beyond.
• ǆhat new questions do you have aȻout people՟s ideasհ opinionsհ or eΫperienɂes during this time period 

after analyzing this propagandaԬ
• ǆhat information or ideas are missing or not represented Ȼy this pieɂe of propagandaԬ
• ǆhat sourɂes or historiɂal evidenɂe ɂould help answer your questionsԬ

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

2. SKILL MODEL

Here’s how one student uses the checklist to analyze “Remember Belgium—Enlist To-day.”

Make observations.
• I can see a woman and child running away from what looks like a dangerous situation.
• I need to know that Germany invaded Belgium, a neutral country, to understand why the poster is asking 

me to remember it.

Make inferences.
• I can infer the propagandist wants readers to think they can avenge the people of Belgium by enlisting.
• I think the people of Britain wanted to see themselves as defending innocent people, not British territory.

Go beyond.
• I wonder if Austro-Hungarian propaganda asked citizens to remember Franz Ferdinand.
• I wonder if these posters actually increased the number of volunteers.

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ

3. PRACTICE

ƣse the ɂheɂ˅list for �nalyzing Propaganda to analyze գRememȻer BelgiumՌ^nlist ƗoՈday.դ ƣse a taȻle li˅e 
the one Ȼelow to reɂord your oȻservations in ɂolumn 1հ your inferenɂes in ɂolumn ԇհ and your questions in 
ɂolumn 3. Ɨhe first row has Ȼeen ɂompleted for you as a model.

Make Observations Make Inferences Go Beyond

I can see that women and 
children needed protection.

I think the people of Britain wanted to 
feel like the defenders in World War I. 

I wonder if propaganda 
increased enlistment numbers. 

 Online option
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WORLD WAR I BEGINS FIGHTING THE GREAT WAR END OF THE WAR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
TREATY OF VERSAILLES

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Document I Signatories: ƣnited Statesհ Italyհ �ranɂeհ �reat Britainհ �ermanyհ et al.
Date: 1919

BACKGROUND
Ɨhe Ɨreaty of ǃersailles was signed Ȼy representatives of 3ԇ ɂountries on ćune ԇ8հ 1919հ outside of 
Parisհ offiɂially ending ǆorld ǆar I. Ɨhe �llied powers of the ƣnited Statesհ Italyհ �ranɂeհ and �reat 
Britain dominated the ɂreation of the peaɂe agreementհ forɂing �ermany to assume all responsiȻility 
for the war and to pay reparations. 

Section Question: ǆhat were the aims of
the Paris Peaɂe Conferenɂeհ and what
issues with lasting peaɂe still lingeredԬ 

PART VIII. REPARATION.

SECTION l
GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 231.
The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and 
Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and her 
allies for ɂausing all the loss and damage to whiɂh the 
Allied and Associated Governments and their nationals 
have Ȼeen suȻʽeɂted as a ɂonsequenɂe of the war 
imposed upon them by the aggression of Germany 
and her allies.

�RƗICĖ^: ԇ3ԇ.
The Allied and Associated Governments recognise that 
the resourɂes of �ermany are not adequateհ after ta˅ing 
into account permanent diminutions of such resources 
whiɂh will result from other provisions of the present 
Ɨreatyհ to ma˅e ɂomplete reparation for all suɂh loss 
and damage.

Ɨhe �llied and �ssoɂiated �overnmentsհ howeverհ 
requireհ and �ermany underta˅esհ that she will ma˅e 
compensation for all damage done to the civilian 
population of the �llied and �ssoɂiated Powers and to 

their property during the period of the belligerency1 of 
eaɂh as an �llied or �ssoɂiated Power against �ermany 
Ȼy suɂh aggression Ȼy landհ Ȼy sea and from the airհ and 
in general all damage as defined in Annex l hereto.

In aɂɂordanɂe with �ermany՟s pledgesհ already givenհ 
as to ɂomplete restoration for Belgiumհ �ermany 
underta˅esհ in addition to the ɂompensation for damage 
elsewhere in this Part provided forհ as a ɂonsequenɂe 
of the violation of the Ɨreaty of 1839հ2 to make 
reimȻursement of all sums whiɂh Belgium has Ȼorrowed 
from the Allied and Associated Governments up to 
NovemȻer 11հ 1918հ together with interest at the rate of 
five per ɂent Բ5Լ per annum on suɂh sums. Ɨhis amount 
shall Ȼe determined Ȼy the Reparation Commissionհ and 
the �erman �overnment underta˅es thereupon forthwith 
to ma˅e a speɂial issue of Ȼearer Ȼonds to an equivalent 
amount payaȻle in mar˅s goldհ on ġay 1հ 19ԇ6հ orհ at the 
option of the �erman �overnmentհ on the 1st of ġay in 
any year up to 19ԇ6. SuȻʽeɂt to the foregoingհ the form 
of such bonds shall be determined by the Reparation 
Commission. Such bonds shall be handed over to the 
Reparation Commissionհ whiɂh has authority to ta˅e and 
aɂ˅nowledge reɂeipt thereof on Ȼehalf of Belgium.

1belligerency: the state of being at war
2Treaty of 1839: recognized Belgium as an independent and neutral nation

 Online option

 ISƗORIC�Ė R^�SIN� SČIĖĖ I Analyzing Primary Sources
Setermine whether eaɂh item is supported ԲSԼ or not supported ԲNԼ Ȼy evidenɂe in the teΫt. 

1.  The Reparation Commission has until ġay 1հ 19ԇ0հ to 
define the amount of damage caused by Germany.

ԇ. �ermany will ɂompensate for all damages done to 
the civilian population of the Allied Nations and 
�ssoɂiated Powers.

3. This section of the treaty includes the formation of 
a League of Nations.

4. � Reparation Commission will draw up a 
schedule of payments.

5. Ɨhe Reparation Commission will deɂide the 
amount of the damage for whiɂh ɂompensation 
has to be made.

6. Germany can appeal any part of this 
agreement.
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WORLD WAR I BEGINS FIGHTING THE GREAT WAR END OF THE WAR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
ALL-UKRAINIAN PEASANT CONGRESS ON UKRAINIAN AUTONOMY

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Document 
Author: All-Ukrainian Peasant Congress
Date: 1917

BACKGROUND
In ćune 1917հ following the �eȻruary Revolution in the Russian ^mpireհ delegates from aɂross 
ƣ˅raine met in Čyiv. ġemȻers eleɂted a 133ՈmemȻer �llՈƣ˅rainian Peasant Congressհ who passed 
this resolution calling for greater Ukrainian autonomy and a more democratic Russian state. The 
English translation of this document is taken from The Russian Provisional Government 1917հ 
a ɂolleɂtion of government doɂuments ɂompiled Ȼy �leΫander Čerens˅yհ a Russian lawyer 
and revolutionary.

Section Question:
What led to the Russian 
Revolutionհ and what
were the resultsԬ

 aving heard a report on negotiations Ȼetween the 
delegation of the Ukrainian Central Rada1 and the Russian 
Provisional �overnmentհ the �irst �llՈƣ˅rainian Peasant 
Congress aɂted as followsմ 

1.  It resolved to join the Ukrainian Central Rada in its 
solicitation stated in its declaration and to demand of 
the Provisional Government the immediate satisfaction 
of these solicitations. 

2. Taking into consideration the fact that the region can 
be saved from ruin only by the establishment in Russia 
of a federativeՈdemoɂratiɂ repuȻliɂ with the national 
and territorial autonomy of the Ukraine and a 
guarantee of rights to national minoritiesհ the 
Congress commissioned the Ukrainian Central Rada in 
ɂonʽunɂtion with the �llՈƣ˅rainian Rada of Peasants՟ 
Seputiesմ aԳ to wor˅ out immediately a proposal for a 

statute on the autonomy of the Ukraine and a 
federative-democratic organization of the Russian 
republic; b) to convene immediately a congress of 
representatives from other peoples and regions who 
aspire to federative-democratic order; c) to exert all 
efforts to hasten the organization of a Ukrainian 
territorial assembly. 

3. The Congress resolved that all self-governments and 
institutions in our Ukraine must be immediately 
ƣ˅rainianized. Consequently it invites all puȻliɂ 
Բpeasantհ zemstvoհ and otherԳ organizations and 
administrative institutionsհ as well as military 
organizations of the ƣ˅raineհ to ɂome to the aid of 
the Ukrainian Central Rada and All-Ukrainian Rada 
of Peasants՟ Seputies in preliminary wor˅ for the 
autonomous order in the Ukraine.

1Rada: a council, assembly, or parliament of representatives

 Online option

 ISƗORIC�Ė R^�SIN� SČIĖĖ I Analyzing Primary Sources
Setermine whether eaɂh item is a demand ԲSԼ of the �irst �llՈƣ˅rainian Peasant Congress or a 
proposed aɂtion Բ�Լ it wants the ƣ˅rainian Central Rada to ta˅e.

1. autonomy for Ukraine 
2. draft a statement on autonomy 
3. recognition of Ukrainian territory 
4. invite all puȻliɂ organizations to wor˅ towards ƣ˅rainian autonomy
5. convene a congress of representatives from other regions interested in democracy
6. recognition of minority rights
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WORLD WAR I BEGINS FIGHTING THE GREAT WAR END OF THE WAR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
THE WORKING CLASS UNDER THE BOLSHEVIK DICTATORSHIP

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Document 
Author: Menshevik Central Committee (translated by Vladimir Brovkin)
Date: 1918

BACKGROUND
ǆritten during the start of the Russian Civil ǆarհ this 1918 ġenshevi˅ Central Committee report to 
the Second International and Western Socialist parties highlights the repressive policies of Vladimir 
Ėenin՟s Soviet Communist governmentհ whiɂh too˅ ɂontrol of the ɂountry in 1917. Ɨhe ġenshevi˅ 
Partyհ li˅e the Bolshevi˅sհ ɂontained memȻers of the soɂialist proletariat Ȼut felt they were Ȼeing 
silenced by Lenin’s monopolization of communication.

News of what is really happening in Russia reaɂhes 
ǆestern ^urope with great diffiɂulty. Ɨhis news is often 
incomplete and even distorted. The Bolshevik 
authorities have monopolized all means of 
communication and do everything they can to present 
to ǆestern ^uropeհ espeɂially the international 
proletariatհ1 the գSoviet RepuȻliɂդ as a flourishing 
Soɂialist oasis amid the desert of the world warհ a 
ɂountry in whiɂh soɂialism has Ȼeen halfՈrealized and in 
whiɂh the wor˅ing ɂlass has won politiɂal hegemony.2

Ɨhat is why the ^uropean Soɂialist parties have 
seriously misjudged the situation in Russia. They 
perɂeive the Bolshevi˅ rule in a way that has nothing to 
do with how this rule manifests itself within Russia.

ƣnder these ɂirɂumstanɂes we ɂonsider it our deȻt of 
honorհ diɂtated to us Ȼy our Soɂialist ɂonsɂienɂeհ to 
bring to the attention of our West European comrades 
and Ȼrothers the true piɂture of what is happening in 
Russia. It is our duty to show how this supposedly 
Soɂialist government Ȼrings disgraɂe on the very word 
socialism and disɂredits the proletariat in whose name it 
performs its outrages and whose will it ostensiȻly 
fulfills. Ɨhe international proletariat must Ȼe familiar with 
the true state of affairs in Russia both in the interests of 
its own struggle and in the interests of the Russian 
Revolution and the Russian wor˅ing ɂlass.

1proletariat: members of the working class
2hegemony: the dominance of one party’s economic or political ideologies over another’s

 Online option

INŻƣIRǓ �NS R^S^�RC  SČIĖĖ I Analyzing Historical Perspectives
ġatɂh the ɂorreɂt sourɂing information to eaɂh sourɂe analysis element. Ɨhenհ ɂonsidering the 
Compelling Żuestionհ eΫplain the signifiɂanɂe of eaɂh element. 

Source Analysis Element
1. date of creation
2. creator 
3. audience 
4. what this sourɂe provides
5. what this sourɂe does not provide

Sourcing Information
A. the Second International and Western Socialist parties
B. 1918
C. Menshevik Central Committee
D. evidence that supports the claims being made by the Menshevik Central Committee 
E. the idea that alternative perspectives to Russia’s leadership existed in significant numbers 

Close Reading: Identify the 
Menshevik Central Committee’s 
central claim about Leninist 
Russiaհ and eΫplain the evidenɂe 
used to support it.
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WORLD WAR I BEGINS FIGHTING THE GREAT WAR END OF THE WAR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION INQUIRY

SECONDARY SOURCE
PERSPECTIVES ON THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Article 
Creator: Traverse
Date: 2022

BACKGROUND
ǆhen studying an event as ɂompleΫ and nuanɂed as the Russian Revolutionհ it is neɂessary to 
consider not only a variety of firsthand perspectives but also the politiɂalհ soɂialհ and eɂonomiɂ 
ɂlimate that fostered them. Ɨhis sourɂe eΫplores eΫpert assessment of the two notaȻle politiɂal 
parties to emerge in Russia during its revolution.

ǆhen historians study aɂɂounts of the pastհ they may 
find that disɂovering what really happened is not always 
a simple task. In his book The Russian Revolution: A 
New Historyհ Sean ġɂġee˅in argues that many 
accounts of the Russian Revolution created since the 
fall of the Soviet Union have been overly influenced by 
modern politiɂs.  istorians who want to understand the 
revolutionհ ġɂġee˅in suggestsհ should read sourɂes 
written Ȼy people who too˅ part in the eventsՌpeople 
who գdid not ˅nowհ as they aɂtedհ how the story would 
turn out.դ  istorians must then evaluate these sourɂes 
in the ɂonteΫt of their own Ȼiases and perspeɂtives.

One influential organizer of the Russian Revolution was 
Ėeon Ɨrots˅y Բ1879Օ1940Լ. Ɨrots˅y՟s politiɂal aɂtivism 
Ȼegan when he was a teenager. Suring the Russian Civil 
ǆar Բ1918Օ19ԇ0Լհ Ɨrots˅y served as ɂommissar of warհ 
a leadership position in the Communist Party. Trotsky 
helped the revolutionary Bolshevik political party and 
its leader ǃladimir Ėenin Բ1870Օ19ԇ4Լ. Ɨhe party used 
military force to take control of the government. 
 oweverհ Ɨrots˅y worried aȻout the revolution՟s 
ɂonsequenɂes. �ɂɂording to �eoffrey Swainհ author of 
Trotsky and the Russian Revolutionհ Ɨrots˅y wanted to 
empower Russia՟s wor˅ing ɂlassհ or proletariat. But he 
also wanted to give peasants a role in the revolution. 

Otherwiseհ Ɨrots˅y fearedհ the peasants would reȻel 
against the proletariat and cause additional conflict.

�nother view of the revolution ɂomes from the 
ġenshevi˅sհ a Russian soɂialist politiɂal party. Ɨhe 
ġenshevi˅s supported demoɂraɂy in Russiaհ Ȼut they 
wanted a parliamentary demoɂraɂy that aɂhieved 
soɂialism gradually. Ɨhe Bolshevi˅sհ Ȼy ɂontrastհ wanted 
a Communist government led Ȼy revolutionariesհ 
ǃladimir N. Brov˅in writes in Dear Comradesհ Menshevik 
Reports on the Bolshevik Revolution and the Civil War. 
Ɨhe ġenshevi˅s ʽoined the Bolshevi˅s in 1905հ Ȼut 
divisions Ȼetween the parties ɂreated ɂonfliɂtհ and they 
offiɂially split in 191ԇ. In Dear Comradesհ Brov˅in notes 
that all leftՈwing politiɂal parties in Russia that were not 
Bolshevi˅s were ɂonsidered soɂialist partiesհ inɂluding 
the ġenshevi˅s. In 1918հ the Bolshevi˅ party renamed 
itself the Russian Communist Party.

While both Trotsky and the Mensheviks participated in 
the revolution and wanted ɂhanges in the Russian 
governmentհ their aɂɂounts refleɂt differenɂes in their 
backgrounds and perspectives on the revolution’s goals. 
Inɂluding these and other diverse firsthand views isհ 
ġɂġee˅in suggestsհ neɂessary for gaining a more 
aɂɂurate view of the past.

Close Reading: Identify the 
article’s central claim about 
studying the pastհ and eΫplain 
the evidence used to support it. 

 Online option

HISTORICAL READING SČIĖĖ I Analyzing Historical Perspectives
Identify eaɂh ideology as either Bolshevi˅ ԲBԼ or ġenshevi˅ ԲġԼ.

1. hoped to achieve socialism gradually under a parliamentary democracy 
ԇ. hoped to unite and empower the wor˅ing ɂlasses through revolutionary aɂts 
3. Communist Party within Russia 
4. Soɂialist Party within Russia 
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WORLD WAR I BEGINS FIGHTING THE GREAT WAR END OF THE WAR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
A PRINCESS IN EXILE

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Book Excerpt 
Author: ġarieհ �rand Suɂhess of Russia
Date: 193ԇ

BACKGROUND
ġarieհ �rand Suɂhess of Russiaհ wrote this refleɂtion while in eΫile from Russia during the Russian 
Revolution. �s first ɂousin to Niɂholas IIհ the last emperor of Russiaհ ġarie was a memȻer of Russia՟s 
upper ɂlass. In this sourɂeհ ġarie reɂounts her eΫile from Russia during the period following the 
armistice that formally ended the fighting in World War I. 

Ɨhe first impression to reaɂh me from the outside world 
after my illness was the report of the �rmistiɂe. Ɨhe 
news was momentous for many more reasons than one. 
In the first plaɂe the Ȼlind slaughterհ whiɂh had lasted for 
so long that it had grown into a haȻitհ had at last ɂome to 
an end. But also for us personally the end of the war 
might Ȼe of tremendous importanɂe. ǆhat was going on 
in Russia was Ȼound to ɂall forth some reaɂtion on the 
part of the ɂivilized nationsն it was too dangerous a 
situation to Ȼe disregarded. On the other handհ 
elsewhere a general readʽustment would now Ȼegin to 
ta˅e plaɂeն the world would Ȼe returning to ɂonditions 
of peaɂe. But in what manner would this readʽustment 
affeɂt usհ our personal livesն how ɂould we return to 
peaɂeful ɂonditionsԬ Ėittle did we realize then that peaɂe 
would hardly mean anything to us and that our struggles 
for eΫistenɂe were only ʽust Ȼeginning.

Now was the time to ɂall the attention of the �llies to the 
suffering of those in Russia who had remained true to 
them. ġy first thought was always of my fatherհ over 
whom I never for a moment ɂeased worrying. �t the 
Ȼottom of my heart I ˅new thatհ onɂe he was in a 
Bolshevi˅ prisonհ there was little ɂhanɂe for him to get 
outհ Ȼut still I hoped. I was sureհ moreoverհ that the 
�lliesհ when they heard my storyհ ɂould not refuse their 
assistanɂe. I ˅newհ of ɂourseհ that the Čerens˅y 
governmentհ the last reɂognized Ȼy the �lliesհ had done 
its utmost to disɂredit my family in the eyes of the world 
and had frowned on every gesture of sympathy whiɂh 
might have Ȼeen eΫtended towards the fallen dynasty. 
�nd yet I hopedհ Ȼut it was a miraɂle I was hoping for.

Close Reading: Identify examples 
of how the memoir՟s date of 
ɂreation shapes its ɂontentհ and 
eΫplain how these eΫamples 
impaɂt how it is understood.

 Online option

INŻƣIRǓ �NS R^S^�RC  SČIĖĖ I Analyzing Historical Perspectives
ġatɂh eaɂh event with the effeɂt it had on ġarieհ the Grand Duchess of Russia.

Event 
1.  �leΫander Čerens˅y and the provisional government disɂredited ġarie՟s eΫtended family on the 

world stage.
2. The Bolsheviks placed members of the opposing party in prisons and gulags.
3. Ɨhe �irst ǆorld ǆar ended in an armistiɂeհ and Ȼoth sides agreed to a ɂeasefire. 

Effect on the Grand Duchess of Russia 
A. ġarie hoped that a return to peaɂe would turn the world՟s attention to the turȻulent ɂonditions 

within Russia. 
B. Marie feared that foreign nations would not extend sympathy to members of her family. 
C. ġarie worried aȻout the welfare and loɂation of her imprisoned father. 
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WORLD WAR I BEGINS FIGHTING THE GREAT WAR END OF THE WAR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION INQUIRY

PRIMARY SOURCE
HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

SOURCING INFORMATION
Genre: Book Excerpt 
Author: Leon Trotsky (translated by Max Eastman)
Date: 193ԇ

BACKGROUND
History of the Russian Revolution is Ėeon Ɨrots˅y՟s 193ԇ refleɂtion on the revolutions that led to 
the fall of Imperial Russia and the Ȼeginning of soɂialism and ɂommunism in Russia. Ɨrots˅yհ a 
ɂommunist theorist and leader in the Russian Revolution of 1917հ served as ɂommissar of foreign 
affairs under Ėenin.  e was ousted Ȼy ćoseph Stalin and eΫiled in 19ԇ9.

Ɨhe diffiɂulties whiɂh stand in the way of studying the 
changes of mass consciousness in a revolutionary epoch 
are quite oȻvious. Ɨhe oppressed ɂlasses ma˅e history 
in the faɂtoriesհ in the Ȼarraɂ˅sհ in the villagesհ on the 
streets of the ɂities. ġoreoverհ they are least of all 
aɂɂustomed to write things down. Periods of high tension 
in social passions leave little room for contemplation and 
reflection. All the muses—even the plebeian muse of 
ʽournalismհ in spite of her sturdy hipsՌhave hard 
sledding in times of revolution. Still the historian’s 
situation is by no means hopeless. The records are 
inɂompleteհ sɂatteredհ aɂɂidental. But in the light of 
the events themselves these fragments often permit a 
guess to the direction and rhythm of the hidden process. 
�or Ȼetter or worseհ a revolutionary party Ȼases its 
tactics upon a calculation of the changes of mass 
consciousness. The historic course of Bolshevism 
demonstrates that suɂh a ɂalɂulationհ at least in its 

rough featuresհ ɂan Ȼe made. If it ɂan Ȼe made Ȼy a 
revolutionary leader in the whirlpool of the struggleհ why 
not Ȼy the historian afterwardsԬ

 oweverհ the proɂesses ta˅ing plaɂe in the 
consciousness of the masses are not unrelated and 
independent. No matter how idealists and the eɂleɂtiɂs 
rageհ ɂonsɂiousness is nevertheless determined Ȼy 
ɂonditions. In the historiɂ ɂonditions whiɂh formed 
Russiaհ her eɂonomyհ her ɂlassesհ her Stateհ in the aɂtion 
upon her of other statesհ we ought to Ȼe aȻle to find the 
premises of both of the February revolution and of the 
OɂtoȻer revolution whiɂh replaɂed it. Sinɂe the greatest 
enigma is the faɂt that a Ȼaɂ˅ward ɂountry was the first 
to plaɂe the proletariat in powerհ it Ȼehooves us to see˅ 
the solution of that enigma in the peculiarities of that 
Ȼaɂ˅ward ɂountryՌthat isհ in its differenɂes from other 
countries.

Close Reading: Identify Trotsky’s 
central claim about studying 
revolutionary epoɂhsհ and eΫplain 
the evidence used to support it. 

 Online option

INŻƣIRǓ �NS R^S^�RC  SČIĖĖ I Analyzing Historical Perspectives
ǆhiɂh of the following perspeɂtives would Ėeon Ɨrots˅y most li˅ely agree withԬ 

A. Ɨhe Russian ^mpire was a գȻaɂ˅wardդ state Ȼeɂause it plaɂed the proletariat in power when they 
lacked any real plan for social reconstruction. 

B. Oppressed ɂlasses are typiɂally too Ȼusy wor˅ing long hours in order to serve the interests of the 
ɂapitalist ɂlassհ so they have no time to reɂord their thoughts. 

C. It is the destiny of the oppressed classes to rise up against unjust social and economic conditions 
instituted by exploitative leaders. 

D. ġany of the availaȻle reɂords from past revolutions are unreliaȻle and inɂompleteհ ma˅ing the 
wor˅ of the historian diffiɂult if not impossiȻle. 
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CHAPTER INQUIRYCHAPTER INQUIRY
COMPELLING QUESTION
Why are historical perspectives on the 
Russian Revolution differentԬ

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
Ɨraɂ˅ your ideas as you wor˅ 
through the source set. Complete 
one row for eaɂh sourɂe.

Source Title Factors Influencing 
Author’s Perspective

Author’s 
Perspective

Connection to 
Compelling 
Question

The Working Class under 
the Bolshevik Dictatorship

Analyze Multiple Perspectives: Partiɂipate in a Soɂratiɂ Seminar in whiɂh you disɂuss the 
Compelling Żuestion using evidenɂe from the sourɂes. � Soɂratiɂ Seminar is a disɂussion in whiɂh you and your peers 
wor˅ together to understand ɂompleΫ ideas Ȼy sharing evidenɂeՈȻased ɂlaimsհ as˅ing questions to understand eaɂh 
other՟s ideasհ and generating new ideas Ȼased on what you learn from one another. Before the Soɂratiɂ Seminarհ you 
will prepare a ɂlaim and supporting evidenɂe from the sourɂes. �fterwardհ you will suȻmit a paragraph refleɂtion in 
whiɂh you eΫplain how the disɂussion deepened your understanding of the ɂompleΫ and interaɂtive faɂtors that shaped 
perspectives on the Russian Revolution.

INQUIRY PROMPT

I SOURCE SET2

THE WORKING CLASS UNDER THE 
BOLSHEVIK DICTATORSHIP
Genre: Document
Author: Menshevik Central Committee 
(translated by Vladimir Brovkin)
Date: 1918 

PERSPECTIVES ON THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION 
Genre: Article
Creator: Traverse 
Date: 2022 

A PRINCESS IN EXILE
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: ġarieհ Grand Duchess of Russia 
Date: 193ԇ 

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION
Genre: Book Excerpt
Author: Leon Trotsky (translated by 
Max Eastman)
Date: 193ԇ 

PAGE 412
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
^very person has their own unique perspeɂtive. Our perspeɂtives shape how we view the worldհ the musiɂ we listen toհ 
the Ȼoo˅s we readհ and even how we rememȻer something. Ɨhe memories we have of an event ɂan Ȼe ɂompletely different 
when ɂompared to those of another person who was also there. ġemories get even more muddled when the event is a 
maʽor soɂietal ɂhangeհ suɂh as a revolution or a war. In this Chapter Inquiryհ you will eΫplore why historiɂal perspeɂtives on 
the Russian Revolution are different.

SUPPORTING QUESTIONS
ƣse the Supporting Żuestions to prepare for the Chapter Inquiryմ
• ǆhat historiɂal perspeɂtives are there on the Russian RevolutionԬ
• ǆhat faɂtors shaped perspeɂtives on the Russian RevolutionԬ
�s you analyze the sourɂe setհ gather information to add to your answers.

I COMPELLING QUESTION1

PAGE 414
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1. CHECKLIST HOW DO YOU ANALYZE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES?

  How might personal factors have shaped this author’s perspective on the specific issue or event? Consider 
the author’s
Վ professionհ
Վ ɂultural Ȼaɂ˅groundհ
Վ soɂial positionհ
Վ lived eΫperienɂesհ
• genderհ and
• beliefs.

  How might societal factors have shaped their perspective? Consider
Վ loɂalհ regionalհ nationalհ or gloȻal events that oɂɂurred Ȼefore or during the time in whiɂh they ɂreated the 

source; and
Վ politiɂalհ soɂialհ and eɂonomiɂ developments from Ȼefore or during the time in whiɂh they ɂreated the sourɂe.

  How might these factors have contributed to influencing their perspective?

  What perspective or point of view does the author express in the source? 

ֺ

ֺ

ֺ
ֺ

3
INQUIRY AND RESEARCH SKILL
ANALYZING HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVESI

What are historical perspectives?
 istoriɂal perspeɂtives are the unique viewpoints of people living in a partiɂular time or era on a speɂifiɂ issue or 
event. Ɨhese viewpoints are shaped Ȼy personal faɂtorsհ suɂh as an individual՟s ɂultural Ȼaɂ˅groundհ soɂial positionհ 
and lived eΫperienɂesհ as well as soɂietal faɂtorsհ suɂh as historiɂal events and politiɂalհ soɂialհ and eɂonomiɂ 
developments. 

Why is it important to analyze historical perspectives?
By analyzing the many faɂtors that influenɂed people՟s perspeɂtives during different historiɂal erasհ you ɂan avoid 
using your own values or a modern lens to draw ɂonɂlusions aȻout the past. �nalyzing historiɂal perspeɂtives allows 
you to ɂonstruɂt ɂompleΫ interpretations that refleɂt various points of view of those who eΫperienɂed the events 
and developments you are studying. 

2. SOURCE

Now it՟s time to praɂtiɂe analyzing historiɂal perspeɂtives with THE WORKING 
CLASS UNDER THE BOLSHEVIK DICTATORSHIPհ the first item in your sourɂe 
set. Use the checklist for Analyzing Historical Perspectives to read and analyze 
the source and fill in your graphic organizer. Then you’ll examine a skill model 
showing how a student used the ɂheɂ˅list to analyze the same sourɂe. PAGE 412
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1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS

With your partner, review the Supporting Questions. Refer back to the details in the chapter as needed.

• ǆhat historiɂal perspeɂtives are there on the Russian RevolutionԬ
• ǆhat faɂtors shaped perspeɂtives on the Russian RevolutionԬ
Then use your annotations and graphic organizer to discuss the Compelling Question and Inquiry Prompt with 
a partner.

2. PREPARE 

Prepare for your Socratic Seminar. You may use the following sentence starters to participate in the Socratic 
Seminar:

To share your claim:

• Historical perspectives on the Russian Revolution are different because . . .
• Evidence from the source ______ supports this claim because. . . 

To respond to a peer:

• It sounds li˅e you are saying ֝֝֝֝֝. Sid I understand you ɂorreɂtlyԬ 
• I Բagree Մ disagreeԳ Ȼeɂause ֝֝֝֝֝. ^videnɂe shows . . . 
• Could you share some evidenɂe that ma˅es you thin˅ thatԬ
• Your idea made me (reconsider / think again about / change) my idea . . .

4. PRACTICE

Use the checklist for Analyzing Historical Perspectives and annotation instructions to complete the graphic 
organizer for the rest of the sourɂe set in this Chapter Inquiry.

Source Title
Factors Influencing 
Author’s Perspective Author’s Perspective

Connection to Compelling 
Question

The Working 
Class under 
the Bolshevik 
Dictatorship

Personal: The authors 
are experiencing the 
Russian Revolution as 
a group opposed to it.

Societal: The creators 
of this source held 
socialist political beliefs. 

The authors’ 
perspective is that 
they do not support 
the Russian Revolution 
due to their experience 
and because of how 
they viewed the 
conflict politically.

This connects to the Compelling 
Question because a Bolshevik 
account of the Revolution might 
be different from this Menshevik 
account. 

3. SKILL MODEL

 ere is how a student used the ɂonversation with their peers to fill out a graphiɂ organizer to help analyze the 
ġenshevi˅ Central Committee՟s perspeɂtive in the sourɂe գƗhe ǆor˅ing Class under the Bolshevi˅ Siɂtatorship.դ

�fter evaluating the sourɂes in the sourɂe setհ prepare to ɂommuniɂate your ɂonɂlusions aȻout the Compelling Żuestion. 
ƣse the proɂess Ȼelow to plan and develop your response to the Inquiry Prompt. 

I COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS4
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INQUIRY PROMPT

COMPELLING QUESTION
ǆhy are historiɂal perspeɂtives on the Russian Revolution differentԬ

Analyze Multiple Perspectives: Partiɂipate in a Soɂratiɂ Seminar in whiɂh you disɂuss the Compelling Żuestion 
using evidenɂe from the sourɂes. � Soɂratiɂ Seminar is a disɂussion in whiɂh you and your peers wor˅ together to 
understand ɂompleΫ ideas Ȼy sharing evidenɂeՈȻased ɂlaimsհ as˅ing questions to understand eaɂh other՟s ideasհ 
and generating new ideas Ȼased on what you learn from one another. Before the Soɂratiɂ Seminarհ you will prepare 
a ɂlaim and supporting evidenɂe from the sourɂes. �fterwardհ you will suȻmit a paragraph refleɂtion in whiɂh you 
eΫplain how the disɂussion deepened your understanding of the ɂompleΫ and interaɂtive faɂtors that shaped 
perspectives on the Russian Revolution.

3. RESPOND

Use your graphic organizer, the answers from your discussion with your peers, and your plan to respond to the 
Inquiry Prompt. An exemplary response meets the following criteria:

• The response demonstrates a thorough understanding of historical perspectives on the Russian Revolution. 
• The response thoroughly analyzes the historical perspectives of multiple people and accurately identifies various 

faɂtors that influenɂed their points of view.
• The response thoroughly evaluates the usefulness and credibility of a primary source and successfully 

ɂorroȻorates details using other sourɂes. Ɨhe evaluation inɂorporates signifiɂant information aȻout the sourɂeհ 
suɂh as its ma˅erհ intended audienɂeհ and purpose. 

• Ɨhe student presents thoughtful and wellՈreasoned questionsհ ɂlaimsհ argumentsհ and ɂonɂlusions in the Soɂratiɂ 
Seminar. Ɨhe student demonstrates a wide range of strong disɂussion s˅illsհ inɂluding respeɂtհ listeningհ ɂlear 
reasoningհ and supporting ɂlaims with evidenɂe. 

Poster ɂommemorating the Russian Revolution and ɂeleȻrating the �ourth ǆorld Congress of the Communist Internationalհ 19ԇԇ.
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