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Tim at the mat.
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Sam at the mat.
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“Sam! Tap it, tap it, 
tap the hat.”
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“Pat a hip. Pat a hip. 
Pat, pat, pat.”
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“Tim, am I in? 
Tim, am I out?”
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“Sam! Sit, sit, sit at the tip, 
tip, tip.”
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“Bam! Bam! Bam! Tap the rim, 
Sam. Rat-a-tat, rat-a-tat, tat 
tat tat!”
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“Tim, am I in? 
Tim, am I out?”
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“I am at bat!”
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“Tim! Hit it, hit it, hit the 
mat! Rat-a-tat, rat-a-tat, 
tat tat tat.”
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New Words and Skills
Concept Focus
review prior concepts

New High-Frequency Words
a, at, I, it, the

Story Word
In this book, the word out is a 
story word. It is used to support 
the reader’s understanding of 
the action in the decodable book 
At the Mat, in which Tim and Sam 
play the game follow-the-leader.

out
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Think and Discuss
1.	 What is Sam supposed to do in order to stay 

in the game?

2.	 Why does Sam get a turn to be the leader?
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